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Currents is the monthly 
newsletter of the 
Bluewater Cruising 
Association (BCA),
published 10 times per year from 
September to June. BCA is a non-profit 
society, formed in 1978, to foster an active interest 
in offshore sailing. Its membership is based mainly in 
British Columbia with headquarters in Vancouver and 
active branches in Victoria and Calgary. Membership 
is approximately 500, including at least 90 members 
who are cruising offshore at any given time. BCA is 
a member of the Council of B.C. Yacht Clubs, an 
Associate Partner of the Vancouver Maritime Museum 
and a supporter of the Marine Parks Forever Society. 

Effective March 1, 2012, fees for new members 
with Canadian mailing addresses: Initiation fee $100.00 
plus annual dues $115 = $215. For non-Canadian 
mailing addresses: add $20 for extra mailing: Initiation 
$100 CDN plus annual dues $135 CDN = $235 CDN. 
Cheques payable to Bluewater Cruising Association. 
For more information contact the Membership 
Watchkeeper (above).

The Editor should receive all notices, letters, 
advertising, or other items for publication in Currents 

by the first day of the month prior for 
inclusion in the next months issue. 
Advertising materials, except for 
Tradewinds, should be submitted 

directly to the Advertising Manager. 
Please contact advertising@blue 

watercruising.org. All contributions from 
members are greatly appreciated and, subject to 

space available, an effort will be made to publish all 
material received. Currents reserves the right to edit all 
letters in accordance with club policy.

Opinions stated in the contents either expressed 
or implied are not necessarily those of the Editor or 
Watchkeepers. Neither BCA nor the Editor assumes 
responsibility for the accuracy or validity of informa-
tion printed in Currents. No part of Currents may be  
reproduced without the written permission of the Editor 
or the contributor of the article.

The Advertising Manager, who will be happy to  
provide a schedule of rates and mechanical  
requirements upon request, coordinates commercial 
advertising in Currents. 

Currents is mailed free to members and is made 
available, for a donation, at Club Nights. Currents 
is published monthly by Profile Design Group Inc.  
604-461-3900.

Mailing Address 
Bluewater Cruising Association 
8886 Hudson St., Vancouver,  
BC V6P 4N2

Vancouver Club Room Address 
Ground Floor Library 
Scottish Cultural Centre 
8886 Hudson St., Vancouver, BC

Telephone 
1-888-398-3095 Message Box  
Call or email appropriate Watchkeeper

Internet 
www.bluewatercruising.org

Administrator 
Elizabeth Gregory  
Monday 6-9pm  
604-684-6423  
admin@bluewatercruising.org

Other times leave message at  
1-888-398-3095

 
CURRENTS
December Deadline:  

October 15th

Contributions to Currents are accepted in most forms! Send email in plain text or MS Word to  
currents@bluewatercruising.org. Keep text formatting to a minimum, and watch for Style Guidelines.  

Handwritten submissions mailed to the club address are also accepted.

2014 Board of Directors
Commodore – Jennifer Handley 
commodore@bluewatercruising.org

Vice Commodore – Vacant  
vicecommodore@bluewatercruising.org

Secretary – Myrna Webster 
secretary@bluewatercruising.org

Treasurer – Vacant  
treasurer@bluewatercruising.org

Past Commodore – Boudewijn Neijens  
pastcommodore@bluewatercruising.org

Reporting to Board of Directors
Administrator – Elizabeth Gregory 
admin@bluewatercruising.org

Advertising – Richard Lees  
advertising@bluewatercruising.org 

BCA Historian – Glenora Doherty 
glenorad@gmail.com 

Currents – Donna Sassaman 
currents@bluewatercruising.org 

Council of BC Yacht Club Rep  
Judy Barefoot 
cbcycrep@bluewatercruising.org 

Webmaster – Jean Baillargeon 
webmaster@bluewatercruising.org 

Calgary Watch
Vice Commodore – Alastair Handley 
calvicecommodore@bluewatercruising.org 

Treasurer – Rick Reynolds 
caltreasurer@bluewatercruising.org 

Bosun – Vacant 
calbosuns@bluewatercruising.org 

Communications – Peter Burnham  
calcommunications@bluewatercruising.org 

Education – Mike Gregory  
caleducation@bluewatercruising.org 

Fleet Coordinator – Vacant 
calfleet@bluewatercruising.org 

Speakers – Terry Allen 
calspeakers@bluewatercruising.org 

Membership – Peter Burnham  
calmembership@bluewatercruising.org 

Vancouver Watch
Vice Commodore – Blair Tweten   
vanvicecommdore@bluewatercruising.org

Secretary – Beth Cooper & Janet Jackson  
vansecretary@bluewatercruising.org 

Treasurer – Barb Angel  
vantreasurer@bluewatercruising.org 

Bosun – Ken Robertson  
vanbosuns@bluewatercruising.org 

Communications – Rosario Passos 
vancommunications@bluewatercruising.org 

Education – Norm Cooper 
vaneducation@bluewatercruising.org

Fleet Coordinators 
Cam & Marianne MacLean 
vanfleet@bluewatercruising.org 

Membership – Denis Heinrichs  
vanmembership@bluewatercruising.org

Receptionist – Heather Sloat 

Rendezvous – Myrna Webster  
& Dionne Tremblay 
vanrendezvous@bluewatercruising.org

Bartenders – Mike & Kathleen Nolan 
vansocials@bluewatercruising.org

Speakers – Rosario Passos 
vanspeakers@bluewatercruising.org 

Vancouver Island Watch
Vice Commodore – Glen Wilson 
vivicecommodore@bluewatercruising.org

Secretary – Vacant 
visecretary@bluewatercruising.org 

Treasurer – Don Craigmyle  
vitreasurer@bluewatercruising.org 

Bosun – Chris Stask  
vibosuns@bluewatercruising.org 

Communications – Edie Dittman  
vicommunications@bluewatercruising.org 

Education – Adam Wanczura  
vieducation@bluewatercruising.org 

Fleet Coordinator – Connie Morahan  
& Peter McMartin 
vifleet@bluewatercruising.org 

Membership – Elaine Humphrey  
vimembership@bluewatercruising.org 

Mid-Island – Brian Short  
nanaimo@bluewatercruising.org 

Receptionist – Elaine Humphrey  
& Bill Sassaman 

Rendezvous – Rita & Vaughan Balaam 
virendezvous@bluewatercruising.org 

Speakers – Peter Simpson  
vispeakers@bluewatercruising.org 

Weather – Connie Morahan  
viweather@bluewatercruising.org
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Editor:  
Donna Sassaman 
currents@bluewatercruising.org 

Assistant Editors:  
Norm Cooper,  
Barry Devonald, David Greer,  
Paul Hunt, Judith McPhie 

Copy Editor:  
Sally Holland 

Fleet Liaison:  
Cam and Marianne McLean 
vanfleet@bluewatercruising.org 

Welcome Aboard:  
Liz Gregory

Tradewinds:  
currents@bluewatercruising.org 
with “Tradewinds”  
and your name in the subject line

Advertising:  
Richard Lees 
advertising@bluewatercruising.org 

Layout and Design:  
Linda Mitsui 
linda@profiledesigngrp.com

Currents October Crew

Cover: 

Bill Eisenhauer and  
Gabriela Hirt’s Amel Sharki  
12 Ketch, Hippodackl IV,  
off Tavolara in northeast Sardinia, 
September 2013.
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Publication Mail Agreement No. 40036791  
Postmaster, Return Undeliverable Canadian Addresses to: 

Bluewater Cruising Association, 8886 Hudson St., Vancouver, BC V6P 4N2
email: currents@bluewatercruising.org
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 2 Editor’s Desk

 3 Top Currents

 4  Notice - BCA Board 
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 5 Current Events

 5 BCA Calendar of Events

 6 Fleets of Bluewater

 7  Notice - VI Watch Position

 8  Notice - Thanksgiving 
Rendezvous

 8 eCurrents Progress  Report
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 10 Education

  12 Vancouver Report

 13 On the Water

 14 Postcards from Offshore

 17 Letters from Offshore

 26 Lessons Learned... 
  The Hard Way 

 27 Ditty Bag

 28 Galley Watch 

 29 Tradewinds

Feature

21  Four Guys Cross the Atlantic  
by David Greer

Letters

17  Explosive Sicily by Bill 
Eisenhauer and Gabriela Hirt, 
Hippodackl IV

Postcards

14   Maritime Stopover by Ann and 
Barry Lange, Cat’s-Paw IV 

15  Cruising the Sea of Cortez by 
Judy Thompson and Wayne 
Lidstone, Curiositas 

If you think you are eligible, 
or wish to nominate someone 

for a sailing award such as the 
999 Coastal Award, Offshore 

Crew Award, Skipper’s Offshore 
Award, (Owner’s) Offshore 

Award, or any of our perpetual 
awards or trophies, please 

contact Boudewijn Neijens at 
pastcommodore@bluewa-

tercruising.org or call him at 
604.921.1356. In order to allow 

time for review by the Awards 
Committee, engraving, and pre-
sentation at the three Chapters’ 
Awards Nights in December, all 
applications must be received 
prior to November 15, 2014.

For a full description of all 
the awards and the member-
ship qualifications required, 
please see the 2014 Member 

Directory, pp. 20 - 22 or online 
at About Us/Awards of BCA: 

http://www.bluewatercruising.
org/?page=Award_Definitions.

2014 BCA Awards
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Recently, a ‘gratitude list’ 
has made the rounds of 

Facebook. While not formally 
participating in the Facebook 
initiative, I have been focussing 
on the many people and things 
in my life for which I am 

grateful. As October is Canada’s official month for the 
giving of thanks, I thought I would share some of my long 
‘gratitude list’ with you. 

1. Having the life partner I have. I am grateful for Bill, who 
is my best friend, love of my life, court jester, sometimes 
the grain of sand in my shell (how else would I have 
ended up living on a boat?!?), and fellow adventurer.

2. Having the family I have. I am grateful for the family into 
which I was born, and for the family that Bill and I forged 
many years ago with our three children. Our now-grown 
children, and their partners and children, are the other 
loves of my life.

3. Having friends and being a friend. I am grateful for my 
various communities, past and present, near and far, on 
land and on the sea.

4. Living in Canada. I am grateful for living in a country 
where we can display our political, spiritual, cultural, 
and/or lifestyle differences without fear of imprisonment 
or worse. 

5. Living in British Columbia. I am grateful for living in such 
a beautiful, clean, geographically and culturally diverse 
province, with arguably the besting cruising grounds on 
the planet. 

6. Living on a boat! I’m grateful for a home we can take on 
vacation, for the enforced simplicity of keeping ‘stuff’ to a 
minimum (sort of), and for being conscious of the world’s 
resources − such as water, hydro, and fossil fuels – that 
we use. 

7. Life-long learning. I am grateful for the opportu-
nities − both formal and informal − for learning, 
practice, and growth. (This includes, most recently, the 
Docking for Women course, offered by the VI Chapter.) 

****************

In this issue of Currents, we are introduced to Blair 
Tweten, the new Vancouver Vice Commodore; David 
Greer shares an entertaining and insightful article, based 
on his being one of four ‘guys’ who crossed the Atlantic 
aboard Marion and Dick Leighton’s catamaran, Van Kedisi; 
eCurrents Transition Team member Edie Dittman updates 
us on the initiative (I’m becoming more and more excited 
about the possibilities of an e-publication); Bill Eisenhauer 
and Gabriela Hirt, Hippodackl IV, report on their family’s 
travels with Commodore Jennifer Handley and her husband, 
Campbell Good, through the Aeolian Islands; the August 
Rendezvous Coordinators fill us in on the fun and fabulous 
Farewell-to-the-Fleet Rendezvous at Winter Cove, Saturna 
Island; Cat’s-Paw IV and Curiositas send postcards from 
Cape Breton Island and the Sea of Cortez, respectively; Sally 
Holland shares her photo essay of a whale sighting, really up 
close and personal; and we have a tale of roller furling woe, 
told to Norm Cooper by an experienced cruising couple, in 
‘Lessons Learned...the Hard Way’. Be sure to check out the 
notices about various events and opportunities, too. 

And speaking of events coming up, Calgary is hosting the 
annual Thanksgiving Rendezvous at Thetis Island, October 
10 – 13! You can read all about it on page 8. 

Oh, yes, there’s another item on my gratitude list: Being 
a part of Bluewater Cruising Association. I am grateful for 
my BCA friendships; for the members who volunteer their 
time to managing the organization; for the members who 
make presentations at club nights and/or contribute updates 
to Currents; for the Currents team; for the Education courses 
and Fleet meetings that prepare our Dreamers to become 
Doers; and for the Rendezvous and other social events that 
make our Association a community.

Whether you are celebrating Thanksgiving at home or 
with your BCA friends at Thetis Island, I wish you fair winds 
and Happy Thanksgiving.

Donna

Donna Sassaman, Editor



Hurray! The Vancouver Chapter has a new Vice 
Commodore! Please join me in extending a warm 

welcome to Blair Tweten; we are so glad to meet you. 
Thanks for stepping into this position and thanks 
again to outgoing VC, Glen Middleton, and to Norm 
Cooper for helping transition Blair into the Watch. 
Now to fill the still outstanding vacancies on the Board 
of Directors and in the other Chapters - anyone inter-
ested? I’d love an early Christmas present…

Recently, as BCA started gearing up for the fall 
activities and workshops, effort was put into ‘closing 
the loop’ with people who, for one reason or another, 
were either unaware their membership had lapsed or 
had forgotten to complete the registration, renewal, or 
re-joining process. While this might seem a laborious 
task, it has been wonderful to exchange emails with 
BCA members whom I’ve not yet met or haven’t seen 
in years. And it has been such a pleasure to receive 
comments such as this one from Currently Cruising 
member, Anne Woodson: “We very much want to keep 
our membership up to date even though we only attend 
meetings in the fall. We fly our BCA burgee proudly 
and are always connecting and reconnecting with BCA 
members on and off the water.” With efforts like this and 
the all-time most successful marketing tool (word-of-
mouth), membership is slowly increasing. If you know 
of anyone who might be interested in joining BCA 
this fall, invite them to a Club Night or give them a 
BCA postcard (available at Club Nights) that outlines 
who and what we are and the benefits of membership. 
Thanks to Vancouver Education Watchkeeper, Norm 
Cooper, for managing the update and reprint of this 
invaluable marketing piece.

We also have been in contact with our advertis-
ers, updating accounts, catching up on a few overdue 
accounts, and signing them up for another year. BCA 
is lucky to have the loyal support of a core group 
of advertisers who continue to advertise in Currents  
and/or the Directory. Businesses have a lot of choice 
and limited marketing dollars, and it is significant 

that a small organization like BCA remains on their 
list. A lot of credit for this positive state of affairs goes 
to Advertising Watchkeeper, Richard Lees, who has 
developed strong relationships with each of them over 
the years. Richard, thank you for all the time, energy, 
and effort that has gone into maintaining the core! 
Selling adverts is a tough, lonely slog so if anyone has 
any suggestions or connections with marine businesses 
that might be persuaded to advertise with BCA, please 
contact Richard at advertising@bluewatercruising.org.

Our current ‘core’ advertisers are listed below. 
When you next do business with any of them, please 
identify yourself as a BCA member and acknowledge 
their support.

Thanks to:

HUB International Marine Insurance

Dolphin Insurance Services

Navis Marine Insurance Brokers

Western Financial Group

North Sails Vancouver

Hydrovane

Canada Pacific Metal

Scanmar International

Another wide and diverse group of other marine 
businesses supports BCA on both sides of the Salish Sea 
by means of discounts (for example, UK Sails, which 
offers a 10% discount to members) and/or by supporting 
the BCA Rendezvous in May, August, and/or October. 
Those who donated to the May Rendezvous are listed 
in the September issue of Currents; a list of the August 
donors can be found in this issue. Again, please consider 
giving these suppliers your business when you next 
need that widget or thingamajig.

And now it’s October, which means the Thanksgiving 
Rendezvous is just a few days away! Allen Dick, 
Rendezvous Coordinator for the Calgary Chapter, has 

3continued on page 4
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been working diligently on the 
Rendezvous since August and a 
fun, informal agenda promises 
a good weekend for everyone in 
attendance. If you have never 
been to a Rendezvous and don’t 
really know what it is about, 
please be assured it is a casual 
and welcoming event − a good 
excuse to get together with other 
BCA boats (and other interested 
sailors). As Allen himself said to 
me recently: “I know I had some 
trepidation the first time I attended 
a BCA Rendezvous and was quite 
relieved to find that everything was casual and people very 
accepting. And I was quite relieved to see there were boats of all 
ages, types, and sizes.” For details, see page 8 or check the 
BCA website calendar.

While the Rendezvous will be the last on-the-water 
event of 2014, there are many other activities and programs 
underway in all three chapters; again, see the website calendar 
for details. Having been put on the spot at the August 
Rendezvous by Rosario to be the judge of the knot-tying 
competition and struggling to determine whether the Ashley 
Constrictor knot was indeed correctly done, I confess to 
watching for an advanced knot-tying workshop (hint, hint)! 

Looking ahead, the next ‘special’ land-based events are 
the annual awards nights in Calgary (December 2), Vancouver 
(December 10) and Victoria (December 16). These will be 
BCA’s opportunity to recognize and congratulate all those 
who have returned to their home port, having completed 
significant offshore passages. Honouring members in this 
way also serves both as inspiration for the Dreamers and 
encouragement for the Doers to continue their membership 
while cruising. I am already aware that VI members Brian 
Vezina and Dorothy McDowell are just back after complet-
ing their circumnavigation, Vancouver members Stephen 
and Nancy Carlman are back after 11 years cruising, and 
VI members Barrie and Sandra Letts have completed their 
Atlantic crossing. I can’t wait to celebrate their achievements 
and hear what stories they have to tell! If you are eligible for 
an award or would like to nominate someone for an award 
(award definitions / qualifications are in the Directory and 

online at http://www.bluewater-
cruising.org/?page=Award_Defi
nitions&hhSearchTerms=%22a
wards%22), please contact Past 
Commodore, Boudewijn Neijens 
(pastcommodore@bluewater-
cruising.org).

Lastly, as BCA embarks on 
transitioning from a printed copy 
of Currents to an eCurrents format, 
I encourage you to follow the tran-
sition committee’s progress and 
updates. The first of these updates 
is found on page 8.

As you can see, BCA continues 
to be a thriving, vibrant organization. I hope that this year 
every member personally benefits in some way, shape or form, 
from the work being done at all levels of the Association. 
Please stay in touch and let me know how we can continue 
to add value to your membership!

Jennifer Handley 
 BCA Commodore

Top Currents... (cont’d)

Website Navigation Tip:
To see the entire calendar (and not just the five upcoming 
events), click on the MORE button in the top right 
corner of the Calendar box. 

Is that a half-hitch or a slip knot? Jennifer judges  
the Knot-tying Contest.

  

NOTICE
BCA BOARD POSITION

If you enjoy being part of a management team, have good 
communication and organizational skills, and a desire to 
serve our Association, you may be just the right candidate 
for the BCA Vice Commodore position! Besides being ‘in’ on 
the decision making, you will also receive free admission 
into club nights, an official BCA badge, and a special 
burgee! Orientation to the position will be provided. The Vice 
Commodore position is open to members in all chapters.

The Vice Commodore:

• Acts in the Commodore’s absence

•  Has oversight of BCA’s presence at the Vancouver 
Boat Show (VBS) and works with BCA’s VBS project 
coordinator

• Organizes the Annual General Meeting

•  Assists coordination of Rendezvous as required

• Assists membership development

Please contact Commodore Jennifer Handley, 
commodore@bluewatercruising.org, to volunteer.

http://www.bluewatercruising.org/?page=Award_Definitions&hhSearchTerms=%22awards%22
http://www.bluewatercruising.org/?page=Award_Definitions&hhSearchTerms=%22awards%22
http://www.bluewatercruising.org/?page=Award_Definitions&hhSearchTerms=%22awards%22
mailto:pastcommodore@bluewatercruising.org
pastcommodore@bluewatercruising.org
mailto:commodore@bluewatercruising.org
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Calendar
of Events

Fostering seamanship & 
friendship for  

people with an active 
interest in offshore cruising

CURRENT EVENTS
Calgary Club Night  

HMS Tecumseh, 1820 – 24th Street SW, Calgary, AB 
Members $3.00, Non-Members $10.00 

Tuesday, October 7, 2014 at 1930h (doors open at 1900h)

Circling the Northern Caribbean Sea - Stan and Lynn Homer  
During the 2013 cruising season in the Caribbean, Homers’ Odyssey, Stan and 

Lynn’s Fraser 41, sailed a circle tour from Guatemala north through Belize, 
Yucatan Mexico, Cuba, Grand Cayman, Roatan, and back to Guatemala. 

Please come join the Homers for some sailing stories and nighttime 
experiences (are there any other type?). Through pictures and stories,  

meet some of the folks Lynn and Stan encountered, and visit some of the 
places they visited. 

Vancouver Club Night  
Scottish Cultural Centre, 8886 Hudson Street, Vancouver, BC 

Members $5.00, Non-Members $10.00 
Wednesday, October 8, 2014 at 1930h (doors open at 1900h)

Crossing the Atlantic: Perspectives from Four Guys – David Greer 
In 2013, four guys sailed Dick and Marian Leighton’s Prout 39 catamaran, 

Van Kedisi, more than 2,800nm across the Atlantic Ocean from the Canary 
Islands to Barbados. Crossing oceans with your spouse is one thing, but 
what about when the spouses can’t or don’t want to cross an ocean? This 
presentation covers the ups and downs of how BCA member, Dick, his 

21-year-old son, Andy, and friends, Rick Lane and David Greer, coped with 
living together, sailing, and dealing with boat issues as they sailed across the 

Atlantic, including an emergency stop in the Cape Verde Islands.

BCA member David Greer started sailing before he was a teenager, taking 
CYA lessons at Pigeon Lake in Alberta while racing Fireball sailboats with 
his Dad. He and his wife, Karalee Greer, have owned four boats, traveling 

up and down BC’s coast. In 2001, they commissioned a sailboat in the south 
of France and for two years, home schooled their three children while 

sailing more than 5,000 nm in the Mediterranean. David writes and presents 
extensively on sailing, passage making, and family living on a sailboat. 

Vancouver Island – Victoria Club Night  
Royal Victoria Yacht Club, 3475 Ripon Road, Victoria, BC 

Members $5.00, Non-Members $10.00 
Tuesday, October 21, 2014 at 1930h (doors open at 1900h)

Cruising New Zealand – Tom and Vicky Jackson

Hundreds of foreign sailors cruise to New Zealand every year. Unfortunately, 
the vast majority only cruise New Zealand by camper van when they get there. 

Tom and Vicky have circumnavigated New Zealand three times and hope to 
show what many cruisers are missing right round the coast. In the second 

part of their presentation, they will look at passage planning for crossing the 

OCTOBER
 7 Calgary Club Night

 8 Vancouver Club Night

 10 – 13  Thanksgiving 

Rendezvous,  

Thetis Island

 16  VI – Mid-Island Club 

Night

 21 VI – Victoria Club Night

NOVEMBER
 4 Calgary Club Night

 12 Vancouver Club Night

 18 VI – Victoria Club Night

 20  VI – Mid-Island Club 

Night

Continued on page 7
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Vancouver Fleet

The Vancouver Fleet of 2015 had 
their first meeting at the Scottish 

Cultural Centre on September 
23rd. After introducing themselves, 
members of the Fleet volunteered for 
the various committees that keep the 
Fleet running – committees such as 
Programs, Purchasing, Dock visits, 
etc. Everyone filled out a question-
naire designed to select the most 
important topics to be presented for 
the meetings from October to May.

The main part of the evening was 
a presentation by Ralph and Cheryl 
Kallberg of Fortuitous, and by Linda 

Erdman and Geoff Goodall of Curare, 
who described their various trips from 
Mexico to as far away as the Horn.

The October meeting of the 
Vancouver Fleet of 2015 will be at 1900 
hours on October 28th at the Scottish 
Cultural Centre. New members are 
welcome. Just show up at the meeting. 
The dues are $50 per boat and include 
all members of the crew.

Cameron and Marianne McLean, 
Vancouver Fleet Coordinators 
    vanfleet@bluewatercruising.org

Vancouver Island Fleet  
and Weather Group

If you are planning to sail offshore 
in the next year or two on your 

own boat or someone else’s, consider 
joining the VI Fleet of 2015, which 
will have its second meeting on 
October 9th at 1830h in the Discovery 
Room at Royal Victoria Yacht Club. 
The Fleet meets every 2 weeks and 
will have presentations or discus-
sions on a variety of topics that are 
of interest to Fleet members (e.g., 
sessions on HF Radio Installation and 
Medical & First Aid Issues are already 
planned for the fall). The cost is $60 

per boat for the year, which runs from 
late September to late April. 

Many Fleet members also join 
the Weather Group, which meets on 
the same nights immediately after the 
Fleet group. The Weather Group is 
designed to help participants increase 
their understanding of global weather 
and to develop basic skills in analyzing 
and applying weather information 
available at sea. Participants will 
research and present information to 
other group members on one of ten 
topics, and undertake three virtual 
passages, which require decisions on 
sailing and routing strategies based on 
relevant weather maps. 

If you are interested in joining the 
2014/15 VI Fleet or Weather Group, 
contact us at vifleet@bluewatercrus-
ing.org for more information or to 
register.

Connie Morahan and Peter 
McMartin, VI Fleet Coordinators 
 vifleet@bluewatercruising.org

Fleetsof Bluewater 
      Cruising Association

Just Add Water.

Scan to watch a video

mailto:vanfleet@bluewatercruising.org
mailto:vifleet@bluewatercruising.org
mailto:vifleet@bluewatercruising.org
mailto:vifleet@bluewatercruising.org
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Pacific, east to west, south to north and north 
to south, based on their experience of six such 

transits.

The Jacksons have lived aboard, cruised, and 
raced their varnished S&S 39, Sunstone, 

180,000nm since 1981. While working full-time 
in the UK, they raced Sunstone successfully on 

the offshore racing circuit, including eight Fastnet 
Races, and represented England twice in the 

Commodores’ Cup. In 1997, they departed the 
UK for an extended world cruise and completed a 
circumnavigation via the southern capes in 2007. 

More recently they have completed a circuit of 
the Pacific Ocean from New Zealand to Japan 

and the Aleutians, followed by a two-handed race 
around New Zealand. They are now back cruising 
in Alaska and British Columbia for the third time. 
When not out cruising aboard Sunstone, they are 

based in Nelson, New Zealand.

 Vancouver Island – Mid-Island Club Night  
Nanaimo Yacht Club, NW end of Townsite Road, Nanaimo, BC 

Members $5.00, Non-Members $10.00 
Thursday, October 16, 2014 at 1930h (doors open at 1900h)

A Family’s Pacific Sailing Adventure - Patrick Hill

Patrick, with his wife, Heather, and two children (then 12 and 16 
years of age) went cruising in their self-built 42' boat and experienced 
wonderful people and hospitality, interwoven with exotic places and 
the challenge of crossing oceans. His talk is about their 15,000nm, 
14-month sailing adventure to fantastic islands in the South Seas, 
returning to Vancouver via the Hawaiian Islands and the massive 

tidewater glaciers of Alaska.

 Patrick’s presentation has been given to libraries, clubs, the Princess 
Cruise line, and the Planetarium. He has sailed on this coast for 

40 years, as well as in Turkey, Greece, the Caribbean, the USA, the 
Bahamas, and along the south coast of Alaska. He is a retired civil 

engineer, a member of RVYC and WVYC, and has owned nine 
sailboats. In preparation for their journey, he and his wife built 

their 42' fibreglass sailboat from scratch in their back garden in a 
remarkable three years. Patrick will have copies of his book, So Where 

Do You Go at Night?, for sale at the club night.

Vancouver Island Chapter Watch has a Vacancy! 

If you enjoy getting behind the scenes and building 
camaraderie with a group of like-minded individuals, we 
have an opportunity for you!

Secretary - VI Watch

The Secretary’s position is a great way to get involved. 
Here’s what you will need:

• Access to a computer and email

•  Familiarity with Microsoft Word; using tables, copying 
and pasting text from email to Word

• Time: About 5 hours/month

 – 1 hour to complete agenda

 – 2 hours to attend and record minutes

 – 1 hour to transcribe and distribute minutes

Training is provided!

Please contact Glen Wilson, VI Vice Commodore, at 
vivicecommodore@bluewatercruising.org if you have any 
questions about the position, or to volunteer. 

VI WATCH POSITION

CURRENT EVENTS

http://www.westernfinancialgroup.ca
mailto:vivicecommodore@bluewatercruising.org
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Early October is one of my favourite times of year for 
sailing the Salish Sea. Weather is almost invariably 

ideal, winds are fair, and the crowds are gone, but most 
facilities are still open. 

Each year, the Calgary BCA Chapter sponsors the 
Thanksgiving Rendezvous and Thetis Island Marina has 
been the traditional venue. 

Please mark your calendar for Thanksgiving weekend 
(October 10 -13) and plan to spend part or all of the 
weekend with fellow BCA members at Thetis Island 
Marina and please feel free to bring guests and also 
encourage prospective members to participate. This is a 
casual, welcoming event for all.

Thetis Island Marina is centrally located, has good 
docks, reasonable fuel prices and only a short walk to 
the marina pub, restaurant, store and other facilities. 

THANKSGIVING RENDEZVOUS

eCurrents: 

Did you know that 50% of emails received today are 
opened on mobile devices such as smart phones or 

tablets? And that more people own a mobile device than 
own a toothbrush? The times, they are a-changing!

So how does BCA keep current with our fast-changing 
world? How do we ensure that offshore members continue 
to enjoy Currents? We’ve already moved to a website that 
incorporates Facebook, our Blog, Twitter, RRS Feeds, and the 
like. So why isn’t our monthly newsletter also more inte-
grated? Why is its content over two months old by the time 
it’s printed, published, and mailed? Why can’t we respond to 
an article and add our comments to it? Why can’t we share 
content or photos with our friends, right from our own 
mobile device? If we could, it would be like having a copy 
of Currents right in our pocket! 

The solution to these questions is to migrate from a 
printed version to an online version of Currents. And like 
many other BCA members, I’ve already been reading Currents 
online for about a year, and love its full-colour format, and 
that it’s available anytime on my computer. No more dusty 
copies cluttering up our bookcases, waiting to be recycled 

PROGRESS REPORT

every six months. And these 
are just a few of the benefits.

That’s why I’m delighted 
to be on the Transition Team 
for migrating Currents to a full-blown online version of 
eCurrents. Led by Commodore Jennifer Handley, the team 
also includes Jean Baillargeon, Webmaster; Donna Sassaman, 
Currents’ Editor; Rosario Passos, Vancouver Communications; 
and Ted Bannister, VI Chapter member.

Our task is to identify and execute the conversion so that 
eCurrents yields a visibly richer and better reader experience 
and is accessible via our current website, anywhere, anytime. 
Our launch date is scheduled for January 2015, although we 
may choose to stage the conversion so that sections go online 
in a still-to-be-determined order, until the entire publication 
is published online. Our mandate is to ensure the transition 
is as seamless as possible – so eCurrents will continue to be 
available in its full-blown pdf version every month, as it has 
been for the last 12 years. 

Members are encouraged to contact any member of the 
Transition Team with questions or concerns.

Next Month: Update on The Buzz About eCurrents 

By Edie Dittman,  
VI Communications

Good anchoring is available nearby. Guest suites are 
available at the Marina for those without a boat nearby. 
Ferries from Chemainus serve Thetis Island regularly. 
Reservations for dock space and the Thanksgiving supper 
should be made in advance with the Marina by contacting 
them at 250.246.3464 (Fax: 250.246.1433) or by email at 
marina@thetisisland.com.

The program schedule is posted at http://www.blue-
watercruising.org/events/event_details.asp?id=492187 
&group= and will be updated as the date draws near, so 
keep checking back. 

If you plan on attending, please let us know. Send 
an email to alastair.h@shaw.ca and let him know your 
names, the name of your boat, and the number attending. 
More details will be coming shortly.

mailto:marina@thetisisland.com
http://www.bluewatercruising.org/events/event_details.asp?id=492187 &group=
http://www.bluewatercruising.org/events/event_details.asp?id=492187 &group=
mailto:alastair.h@shaw.ca
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This is what a 55-foot-long, 40,000kg 
Humpback Whale looks like, up close 
and personal! The area is just north 
across Johnstone Strait from Telegraph 
Cove, in Blackfish Sound, near the 
Plumper Islands. 

The sighting took place on a sunny Sun-
day, August 17th, at about 3pm. 

In the first photo, my daughter Julie, 
standing at the bow of our 27-foot 
sailboat, spots the whale as he sounds, 
leaving behind a circular calm spot. 

Calm, not for long, as within 15 to 20 
seconds, he breached not more than 40 feet behind the boat, straight 
up into the air, then turned half sideways and landed with the biggest 
splash and loudest thump/whoosh that you can imagine! 

The whale left behind a large, circular foamy image and didn’t 
reappear until he was about a mile away.

This has to be the very best experience imaginable! 

All of the whale-watching boats had departed and we had this lovely 
area entirely to ourselves! It took Julie, her partner Robbie, and 
me about an hour to calm down and get the adrenaline out of our 
systems, after seeing such a spectacular sight! We felt very privileged 
that this whale put on such a show just for us!

Once we got back to the marina, we immediately went to the 
Telegraph Cove Whale Museum nearby and saw so much more about 
these magnificent creatures. Their jaws open large enough, when 
feeding, to accommodate a VW Beetle!

The following are new members to BCA. We look forward to their participation in the Association.

Name Boat Chapter Date Joined 

Sarah Smith and Dylan Dowd  Vancouver 28/06/2014

Kevin Smylski  Manutea Vancouver Island 14/07/2014

Bruce and Marina Maunder Amritha Vancouver Island 15/07/2014

Deryk and Sara Yuill  Calgary 02/08/2014

Les and Lori Sutherland  Vancouver 03/08/2014

Welcome Aboard

Twist, C&C 27 Mark V Sloop

Sally Holland
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Education

BASIC WEATHER FORECASTING: 
November 1st, 2014

8:30 am – 12:00 pm

Cedar Hill Golf Course

Cost: $50 (includes coffee/tea 
service)

Topics: Air Circulation Patterns; 
Pressure, Temperature and 
Moisture; Air Masses; Fronts and 
Cyclogenesis; Fogs, Clouds and 
Precipitation; Weather Maps; and 
Sources of Local Weather 

WEATHER FORECASTING-OFFSHORE:  
November 1-2, 2014

8:30 am – 4:30 pm - both days

Cedar Hill Golf Course

Cost: $195 (includes coffee/tea service and lunch)

Topics: Anti-Cyclones; Swell and Sea Waves; Surface Water Circulation; 
Upper Air Charts and Satellite Imagery; Gaps and Promontory Winds; 
Tropical and Sub-Tropical Weather; Tropical Cyclone Formation and 
Avoidance; and Voyage Planning

BONUS! Through interactive exercises, participants will sail a ‘virtual’ passage 
from Victoria to Maui, making navigational decisions based on evolving weather 
conditions. Tactics will include seeking safety by avoiding foul weather and 
ensuring boat speed by avoiding becoming becalmed. 

WEATHER FORECASTING WORKSHOPS: BASIC AND OFFSHORE
November 1-2, 2014 - Victoria

An understanding of basic weather, and the ability to make forecasts, are 
important skills for good seamanship. This awareness will help you forecast 
weather and make better choices, from deciding to seek safety in a protected 
anchorage, avoid being too close to a lee shore, to planning your offshore 
voyage to take advantage of, or to avoid dangerous weather conditions.

Vancouver Island Education Event!

For workshop details and to 
register online, please visit: 
http://www.bluewatercruis-
ing.org/events/event_list.asp

VANCOUVER
Norm Cooper, Vancouver Education Watchkeeper 
 vaneducation@bluewatercruising.org

The Vancouver Education season is off and running, 
starting on Saturday, October 4th with ICOM 802 radio 
expert Terry Sparks. This season we will be bring back many 
of the popular courses and instructors from last year, and 
introduce some new trainers, such as Terry. For the most 

up-to-date course listings and to register, please go to the 
Vancouver Education web page. Below is a brief listing of 
some upcoming Vancouver courses.

October 4 - ICOM 802 HF Radio Made Simple for Cruisers

ICOM 802 radio expert and author Terry Sparks from 
Washington State will run a full day workshop on the 
installation, setup, and operation of the ICOM 802, the 
most commonly used HF long distance marine radio. 

Instructor: Scott Crawshaw, long-time BCA member, has over 50,000 miles 
of ocean water experience and 35 years in sailboats. This includes skippering 
the Royal Canadian Navy’s Tall Ship, HMCS Oriole, and four years of offshore 
sailing with his family aboard their sailing vessel Peregrinata. His qualifi-
cations include a Transport Canada Master Mariner, unlimited tonnage; a 
Navy Surface Command Qualification, unlimited tonnage; an ISPA Instructor 
qualification; and a recipient of the CYA Yachtmaster Ocean award.

mailto:vaneducation@bluewatercruising.org
http://www.bluewatercruising.org/events/event_list.asp


January 10 - Ham Radio License Course with NSARC

This year BCA will be working with the North Shore 
Amateur Radio Club (NSARC) for ham radio training and 
licensing. We are going this route to reduce costs for BCA 
members. The course by NSARC is offered for only $130. 
The course runs for seven Saturdays. It starts on January 10 
and ends with the exam on February 21. Registration for 
BCA members will be on the BCA website.

February 21 - Mahina Offshore Cruising Seminar

Veteran offshore sailors and trainers, John and Amanda 
Neal, will be back for another full day of training at the 
beautiful Granville Island Hotel in downtown Vancouver. 
This course touches on just about all aspects of offshore 
voyaging and includes their Offshore Cruising Companion 
handbook, an invaluable reference. This course is available 
for registration now. It sold out quickly last year so, if 
interested, you should sign up soon!

For further information on these courses, or to make 
suggestions for other courses, please contact Norm Cooper.

Terry has written a well-illustrated, outstanding book on 
the subject that should be carried on every offshore boat, 
called ICOM IC-M802 Made Simple for Cruisers. A copy of 
this book is included with the course. Couples’ pricing is 
available - one book per couple.

October 14, 16, 21, 23, 30 - Practical Offshore Weather and 
Voyage Planning

This course will provide cruisers with an introduction 
to offshore weather; create awareness of threats such as 
squalls, developing lows and potential squash zones; route 
planning and use of professional weather routers; getting 
crucial weather info at sea using Sailmail and Getfax; and 
real life scenarios where weather threats were mitigated 
using modern forecasting and route planning methods. This 
practical course by a voyager, rather than a meteorologist, 
will be taught by Norm Cooper and is based on 25,000 
sailing miles from Vancouver to New Zealand and back. 
During this three-year voyage, the highest sustained winds 
experienced were 35 knots. Storm sails, while hanked on 
and ready to go, were never needed or used. While some of 
this can be attributed to good fortune, planning and use of 
modern forecasting tools were critical in the avoidance of 
bad weather.

November 1 & 2 - Psychology of Voyaging

This popular couples’ course will be run by Rick Ellis. It 
will be held in the lovely setting of Spruce Harbour Marina. 
The pursuit of voyaging, both coastal and offshore, is the 
pursuit of a dream for most of us. The group will explore 
the many motives, desires and challenges inherent in the 
voyaging dream. As we pursue the challenge to explore 
the oceans and cultures of the world, inevitably we explore 
ourselves through our responses to the situations we 
encounter. Part of preparing for voyaging is preparing 
ourselves psychologically, and part of voyaging is becoming 
the adventurer we dream to be.

Diesel Engine Training - Basic to Advanced

This year we will offer a series of diesel courses, from basic 
to advanced, with instructor David West. Included will 
be the popular Basic Diesel for Women Only. Below is the 
schedule:

• November 15 - Basic Diesel for Women Only - includes 
one-on-one on your boat

• November 22 - Basic Diesel - men and women - includes 
one-on-one on your boat

• December 13 - Intermediate Diesel - men and women

• February 7 - Advanced Diesel - men and women - 
maximum of 6 people – hands-on
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stepping up and helping us feel welcome in the 
club and offering to help us in our goals. These 
two couples in particular have made us feel at 
home in the club and have offered much wanted 
and needed advice. When we saw the impact of 
having people like that help us, it was an easy 
decision for me to want to give back to the club 
by taking on the role of Vice Commodore of the 
Vancouver Chapter. 

An organisation like BCA would be nothing 
without a strong base of volunteers. Whether 

you’ve sailed 100,000 miles or are just starting out on your 
quest, I encourage you to get involved with the club. There 
are many opportunities to volunteer throughout the year. 
Both you and the club will benefit from your involvement. If 
you have any comments or suggestions for the club or would 
like to get involved but aren’t sure what you can offer, please 
send me a note. I look forward to hearing from you and to 
meeting as many of you as possible in the coming months.

By Blair Tweten, Vancouver Vice Commodore

I wanted to take this opportunity to introduce 
myself to you. My wife Florence and I 

joined BCA last fall with a goal towards sailing 
offshore in a few years. We recently purchased 
an Island Packet 445, which we are working 
towards getting offshore-ready. Neither of us 
has much sailing experience, but Florence 
and I have a long term plan and targets to 
meet along the way. With our third child off 
to university this fall, we have only one more 
left at home, so we are targeting our departure 
for when he moves off to college in 4-5 years. We have a lot 
to learn in the meantime and we’ve found a home with the 
BCA as our place to learn it.

By joining BCA and Fleet, we have already found the 
information we’ve gained to be invaluable and the people have 
been terrific. In our first few club meetings, we were fortunate 
enough to meet some terrific mentors who already have 
helped us immeasurably. Gary Peacock and Karina McQueen 
and Beth and Norm Cooper deserve special recognition for 

Vancouver Report

At the June meeting of the Vancouver Watch, our Vice 
Commodore, Glen Middleton, retired from the Watch 

to go cruising once again with his wife, Marilyn. All of us 
on the Watch were sad to see him go but happy that he was 
bound for more bluewater adventures. I volunteered to help 
find a replacement over the course of the summer sailing 
season.

Often the role of Vice Commodore goes to an offshore 
veteran. However, due to my involvement with Education 
and Fleet, many of my closest BCA contacts are with newer 
members and, in particular, those who are preparing for their 
first ocean voyaging experience. They are typically immersed 
in BCA through attendance at Fleet, Club Nights, seminars, 
and other events. In short, they are heavily invested in BCA 
as a means to make their offshore dreams a reality. It occurred 
to me that one of these people might be an ideal candidate 

for the Vice Commodore position. Blair Tweten immediately 
came to mind.

I got to know Blair and his wife, Florence, through Fleet 
over the past year. They are both keen participants. I sailed 
with Blair both on his boat, Lucia Rose, and on our boat, 
Sarah Jean II. I learned he is a dedicated, new bluewater 
sailor in the making. Blair is also a successful business-
man and very fast learner. He has an easygoing nature and 
a good sense of humour, both important traits for hosting 
our Vancouver Club Nights. In short, he has what it takes 
to do the job. 

I was delighted when Blair accepted the Vice Commodore 
nomination and was approved by the Vancouver Watch 
members. I know he will bring energy and enthusiasm to 
the Vancouver Watch and I am looking forward to working 
with him.

By Norm Cooper,  
Vancouver Education Watchkeeper

Introducing Blair Tweten

Vancouver Chapter Report



and write down the name of the boat that the flag was on. 

The Sunday evening Pot Luck Dinner was held at the 
Ball Park, where tropical-design tablecloths covered the 
aging picnic tables to make it look more festive. Those Fleet 
members leaving were asked to tell us about their plans for 
their voyage. 

Again we featured a ‘Show and Tell’, where everyone 
was invited to share something they have on their boat they 
just can’t live without. Throughout the evening, names were 
drawn for prizes. Everyone who participated in the weekend 
activities was eligible for a prize. 

Breakfast on Monday was held on Home Free, where we 
continued to work on the bakery items and sailors prepared 
for their voyage home. The Peterson Cup was presented to 
Ken Christie on Blue Rose. 

Thanks go to: 

- Parks Canada for allowing us to use this park space.

- Saturna Island Parks and Rec who allowed us to use 
the ball park.

- Haggis Farm Bakery on Saturna Island for the breakfast 
baked goods.

- Denis Heinrich for baking the cookies for the welcome 
packages.

- Tom Koochin from Saturna Island Parks and Rec, who 
delivered the bakery items.

 -  Those who donated prizes: West Marine (Vancouver 
and Victoria); Hub Insurance; Evolution Sails, 
Vancouver; Steveston Marine, Vancouver; North Sails, 
Vancouver; PoCo Marine; Dionne and Steve Tremblay; 
Kent and Myrna Webster.

 - All those who participated in the activities.

 -  Most of all, thank you for coming.  
We hope you all had a great time.

The August Rendezvous was held again at Winter Cove 
on Saturna Island with beautiful weather throughout 

the weekend. Days were filled with sunshine, and nights 
with only a few anchoring issues. 

There were 26 registered boats and 51 participants 
attending (15 boats from Vancouver, 10 from Vancouver 
Island, and one from Seattle). 

Nancy and Stephen Carlman on Fairwyn attended, having 
just arrived back in Canada after 15 years of cruising. 

Throughout the day on Saturday, we had members visit 
Home Free to complete their registration and pick up the 
welcome package. Enclosed in the package was a 20-answer 
‘Nautical Jeopardy’ game, which participants worked on 
throughout the weekend. All the questions were nautical 
terms. Example: Answer – An unnatural love of the sea. 
Question: What is a deviation? 

We gathered in the clearing by the dock for Happy Hour 
and visited with fellow members. 

Sunday morning after the Net, we met again onshore for 
breakfast. The baker at Haggis Farm Bakery on Saturna did 
a great job of supplying tasty cinnamon buns, pastries, and 
coffee cake. There was a ‘Sailor Hunt’, where participants were 
asked to find people who had certain experiences with their 
boat. (So who has deployed their life raft? Apparently Fairwyn 
has.) Following breakfast there was a knot-tying contest to see 
which team could tie five different knots the fastest. 

A new event this year was the ‘floating lunch’. A couple 
of dinghies rafted up, joined by another, joined by another. 
There were about 15 dinghies tied up and drifting with the 
current around the anchorage, passing and sharing lunch 
items. Everyone had a great time and nothing dropped in the 
water. Before we hit the rocks, several motors were started and 
we motored as a group over to Home Free for pens to start 
the ‘Caribbean Islands’ contest. Teams had to decipher the 
clues for 17 Caribbean islands, find the boat with that flag, 13

On the Water

August 2014  
Rendezvous Report

AUGUST RENDEZVOUS

By the Rendezvous Committee:  
Rosario Passos and Denis Heinrich, Stephanie;  
Dionne and Steve Tremblay, Orca III;  
Myrna and Kent Webster, Home Free
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Barry and I sailed up the East Coast of the 
USA this spring, having some wonderful 

adventures. Our destination was Sydney, Cape 
Breton Island, where our daughter and her family live. We have 
been thoroughly enjoying visiting and getting reacquaint-
ed with our two grandsons, aged 
seven and five. After spending three 
weeks exploring Newfoundland on 
our own, we went on a vacation 
voyage for a week to the Bra d’Or 
Lakes with the boys and their mom. 
After a rough crossing from Sydney 
Harbour to the entrance to the 
Lakes, we dropped anchor in Kelly’s 
Cove. A few hours later, another 
sailboat arrived and we were aston-
ished to see Victoria as their home 
port. Upon investigation, we met 

Cathryn and Daragh on board Chantey V; 
they were members of the VI Fleet of 2011. A 
BURP broke out and we spent time together 

discussing mutual acquaintances, our voyages since we have 
left Victoria, and we were able to give them some insights 

into some stops in Newfoundland, 
which was where they were headed. 

We have decided to spend the 
winter in Sydney and have Christmas 
with our family. We will haul the boat 
and we are in the process of renting an 
apartment. After eight years on the go, 
we are ready for some quality family 
time and some time ashore.

Ann and Barry Lange 
  VI Fleet of 2006

Cat’s-Paw IV
FAST PASSAGE 39

Ann and Barry Lange

From left to right: Daragh, Barry, Ann, Leeland, and 
Cathryn hold a BURP aboard Chantey V.

Postcards
Offshorefrom

http://www.dolphininsurance.com/offshore
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diately turned on the engine and successfully 
managed to keep the boat in a steady position, 
while not running over top the anchor. As the 
winds blew upwards of 48 knots, the waves 

grew bigger and we found ourselves in a heavy surf, way too 
close to the beach. 

We had two straps around the dinghy on the foredeck, but 
when the storm hit, the air temperature dropped, causing the 
inflatable dinghy to shrink. The wind got inside the dinghy 
cover, causing both the front and back straps to slip off. The 

dinghy was standing straight up 
on the deck, not connected to 
anything. We thought it was a 
goner. I managed to sneak up one 
of the hatches and grab the cover 
so it wouldn’t blow overboard. A 
while later, the dinghy blew back 
towards the cockpit; we grabbed 
the painter and tied the dinghy to 
a winch in the cockpit. At least it 
was now attached. Eventually it 
became jammed tight between the 
cabin and the rigging. 

We had both begun to feel 
seasick. By 0730h, the wind, rain, 
and lightning were subsiding, but 

the waves continued. We decided we had to get out of there 
as soon as possible, mainly because if we got more seasick, 
we were really going to have problems. With Wayne holding 
on tightly on the bow, and me trying to give the engine just 
the right amount of power (and trying not to look behind 
me at the beach), we did a good job of getting the anchor 
up and getting out of Ensenda Muertos. 

Lessons learned: 
• If you have a long way to go to the next safe anchorage, 

don’t dilly-dally around trying to sail with no wind; 

• Don’t anchor in a lee shore situation during Chubasco 
season; 

• Give yourself more-than-adequate room between the boat 
and the beach; and 

• Secure the dinghy with three straps and tie it to the boat. 

On the rest of our trip back to La Paz, we stayed in several 
anchorages we had visited on the way up − Santo Domingo, 

Santa Rosalia and back to La Paz

Santa Rosalia is a bit strange. It was origi-
nally established as a company town for 

a French copper mining operation and the 
core area retains a lot of the French architecture. Most of 
the buildings are made of wood, brought in from Canada 
and the USA. It has the feeling of any number of old 
mining towns in Canada. The mine operated for over 100 
years, starting in the late 1860s. We had heard that there 
is renewed interest in mining in the area and the town is 
bustling. The biggest industry 
we observed was ‘squidding’ − 
every night, a couple of hundred 
pangas leave the harbour to jig 
for squid, coming back in before 
sunrise. The lights look like a 
small city on the water. 

We stayed at the Fonatur 
Marina, which was fine, but we 
found being at a marina was really 
hot. No breeze. We were suffering, 
so decided to take respite in a 
hotel for a couple of days, which 
also gave us a chance to watch 
the semi-finals of the World Cup. 
What we really enjoyed about 
Santa Rosalia was meeting up with other cruisers, learning to 
play Baja Rummy, and getting out for drinks and dinner with 
other people. It’s nice to be the only boat at an anchorage, 
but you can get starved for social interaction.

Chubasco #2 - We were anxious to get the sails up again after 
so long at the dock in Santa Rosalia. We spent a good part of 
the day beating into a very light south wind. We wanted to 
make some water (water makers have to be run at least every 
week and we could not do it in the dirty harbour waters), 
and it was getting late, so we decided to pull into the north 
side of Chivato (ominously called Ensenada Muerto) for the 
night. This anchorage has protection from the south and 
west, but is otherwise pretty open to the east and north. We 
did our usual anchoring, made water, and went to bed. At 
0530h, we were awakened by the sounds of the wind picking 
up and quickly saw the lightning nearby. The rain started 
and we were into our second Chubasco. The horror was 
that the wind was pushing us into shore − we are not sure 
whether we dragged the anchor, but we were really close and 
the depth sounder read only 11 feet! Skippie Wayne imme-

Curiositas
VALIANT 40 CUTTER
Judy Thompson and  

Wayne Lidstone

Wayne’s favourite place in Santa Rosalia, where he learned there 
are several ways to say ‘milkshake’ in Spanish.
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Postcards from Offshore... (cont’d)

Los Coronados, Bahia Ballandra (Isla Carmen), Candeleros, 
Isla San Francisco, and Ensenada Grande. The rest of the trip 
was enjoyable, but fairly uneventful, which is actually the way 
we like it! Oops, forgot about the fishing line getting caught 
in the propeller... We were sailing along one day, tacking a 
lot as usual because the winds are generally southerly at 
this time of year. We messed up a tack and just didn’t have 
enough wind to get the headsail around and probably went 
backwards, sinking the fishing line. After much humming 
and hawing about what to do, Wayne turned on the engine, 
held his breath, and put it in gear. The ‘good gods’ were with 
us and it came loose, albeit somewhat worse for wear. Oh 
well, we have not had any luck catching fish anyway. The 
only bite we had the whole time we were away this summer 
was when the fish bit off the whole lure! Lesson learned: If 
there is any chance you will be going backwards, pull in the 
fishing line.

A note on charts 

Anyone who has looked into sailing in Mexico will 
know that charts cannot be relied upon. We have 

downloaded Shawn Breeding and Heather Bansmer’s Sea of 
Cortez Guidebook Waypoints and rely heavily on them. For 
the most part, we have found the Navionics charts to be 
pretty accurate, especially around the anchorages. However, 
you don’t want to get too complacent, as evidenced by the 
following pictures. The first is a snap of the chartplotter 
showing the boat going right over an island. The second is 
the actual island, taken from where the boat actually was − 
at a safe distance. When you rely so much on electronics, 
it’s a bit scary to believe your own eyes!

Looks like an inferno, feels like an inferno. Skippie trying to keep cool.

Don’t be complacent when using e-charts!

The actual position of boat and island! 
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Paola, patron saint of all who 
make their living on the seas, 
taking this as a good omen 
for our upcoming adventures. 
Local fishermen and merchant 
seamen carried the carved 
saint, robed in silver, on a 
litter through the warren of 
Old Town streets to the port, 
with priests reciting prayers 
over loud speakers, marching 
bands, and locals lined six deep 
along the procession route. An 
explosion of fireworks ended 
the celebrations. 

Trapani proved to be a 
good place to be stuck, with 
many fascinating sights nearby. 
We took a local bus 45 minutes 
east to Segesta, the ancient 
capital of one of Sicily’s earliest 
peoples. Their impressive 

Photo credits: Bill Eisenhauer and 
Gabriela Hirt, Jennifer Handley and 
Campbell Good

Explosive Sicily 

As dawn broke we got our first distant 
glimpse of the stunning conical 

forms rising 3000 metres from the 
seabed. They look like upside-down ice 
cream cones with the bottoms bitten off. 

The volcanic archipelago of the eight 
Aeolian Islands lies approximately 80nm 
northeast of Palermo. A visit to these 
natural wonders of Homeric proportions 
has been a long-anticipated highlight of 
our family adventure in the Mediterranean 
that began last June in Sardinia. 

Our 1988 AMEL Sharki was at full 
occupancy, thanks to the timely visit of 
BCA Commodore Jennifer Handley and 
her husband, Campbell Good. Their 
bluewater experience and practical 
knowledge of cruising with kids made 
our time together a very easy-going edu-
cational experience. 

Our 34-hour crossing to Sicily from 
Santa Maria di Navarese on Sardinia’s 
east coast, a week earlier, had been filled 
with sightings of dolphins and sea turtles. 
Sol (age 13) and Leonie (age 10) had 
enjoyed their watches, spotting targets on 
the radar, identifying lights, and making 
entries in the logbook. 

Now moderate south-westerlies 
carried us into the bustling port town of 
Trapani on the northeast coast, en route 
to Palermo, where we would prepare for 
the overnight sail to the Aeolians. 

Waylaid in Trapani due to unfa-
vourable winds, we participated in the 
candlelight procession of San Francisco de 

An example of the architecture in Trapani’s Old Town.

Segesta temple, ca. 430 BC.

Hippodackl IV
AMEL SHARKI 12 KETCH

Bill Eisenhauer and Gabriela Hirt

Letters Offshore
from
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with tuna heads the size of truck tires, two-metre long 
zucchini, olives of every variety, and mountains of sun-kissed 
tomatoes lined the crowded labyrinth. 

At 2000h, we slipped the lines at our conveniently located 
visitor berth at one of the local yacht clubs in the heart of the 
city. Navigating out of the busy harbour, it was all hands on 
deck spotting rowers, fishing boats, ferries, and cruise ships 
moving in every direction. 

As darkness descended, we plotted our way around 
dozens of radar targets trawling slowly from west to east 
through an inshore fishing area in the Golfo di Palermo. After 
two hours, traffic thinned for the remainder of our 16-hour 
journey. 

Travelling in Odysseus’s wake to the Aeolians heightened 
the anticipation of landfall. It is said that these are the islands 
mentioned in Homer’s epic, The Odyssey, where the Greek God 
of Wind, Aeolus, gives Odysseus a leather sack filled with all 
the unfavourable winds to guarantee a quick and safe return 
to his home, Ithaca. It seemed that Aeolus had given us the 
same gift − a high was forecast to sit directly over the islands 
for the next five days.

temple, built around 430 BC, is said to be one of the best 
preserved Doric temples in the world.

In the port town of Marsala, the Arabic influence is 
strongly felt. It was founded by the Phoenicians and became 
the most important Carthaginian stronghold in Sicily. It fell 
to the Romans in the First Punic War in 241 BC. The vast 
archeological site (still being excavated) and on-site museum 

showcase an interesting collection of artifacts from this era, 
including the remains of a Roman warship. 

While visiting the city’s imposing Duomo, we unexpect-
edly became part of a high society Sicilian wedding. High also 
were the heels. We marvelled at the daring designs; it seemed 
there was a competition going on among the female guests 
as to who could walk the red carpet with the tallest stilettos! 

Convenient train connections run on schedule from 
Trapani’s Termini. 

When the winds finally turned favourable, we had 
only one day to explore lively and chaotic Palermo with its 
crumbling Palazzi and petrol-choked streets. Our highlight 
was soaking up the exotic flavour of the rambling street 
market, bustling non-stop for more than 1,000 years. Stalls 

Remains of a Roman warship from the First Punic War.

Stiletto competition at a high society wedding.

Here comes the bride, Sicilian style.

Hippodackl IV... (cont’d)



The climb to the crater is not strenuous and took us 
about four hours for the return trip, including lots of breaks. 
Sneakers or hiking boots are recommended as the trail is fine 
sharp volcanic pumice and ash. 

As we weighed anchor the next day for Panarea, a local 
fisherman hailed us, offering to sell some of his catch. We 
quickly agreed on a price and he cleaned and bagged two 
kilos of fresh orata (gilt-head sea bream) now destined for 
our grill that evening. 

The trip to Panarea took us past Lipari, the largest and 
most densely populated of the Aeolian Islands. Lipari also 
offers the only safe, all-weather harbour in the archipelago. 
With verdant twin-peaked Salinas off to port and Filicudi 
and Alicudi in the distance, we knew there was much more 
to explore in these Aeolian Islands on a future visit. 

Happy to be sailing these waters in early May, we had no 
difficulty finding space in Cala Zimmari 
on the east side of Punta Milazzese. We 
were later told that in August it is not 
uncommon to find yourself jockeying 
among 60 other boats for space. Out of 
season, we had only four neighbours 
during our two-night stay. 

Chic Panarea, with its pretty white-
washed houses, is a summer haunt of the 
European jet set. Cars are not permitted 
on the island but electric golf carts serve 
as taxis and even police cruisers.

We noticed a hiking path leading up 
the cliff out of the bay and followed it 
until we met Derek and his wife Jenny 
from South Africa and Venezuela respec-
tively. They invited us to their little slice 
of paradise in the hills overlooking the 

glistening sea. The couple spend the winter tending their 
homestead and, in summer, skipper a super yacht for South 
African owners. 

Derek explained that the path we were on continued 
around the entire island. We immediately made plans to cir-
cumnavigate Panarea on land. For now, we enjoyed Derek’s 
offer of an espresso and cool filtered rainwater. 

The next day we packed a picnic and set out just after 
noon. The stone path ambled from the bay through a smat-
tering of houses covered in bougainvillea and hibiscus, to 
the main village of San Pietro. We tanked up on ice cream 

Of the seven inhabited islands, we 
visited two. We made landfall at Porto 
de Ponente on the west coast of Vulcano. 
Securely anchored in 6 metres off Spiaggia 
Sabbie Nere, a stunning black sand beach, 
we had a swim and then set off to explore 
the main village. A clutch of shops occupy 
the narrow isthmus that separates Porto 
de Ponente from Porto di Levante on the 
eastern side. 

The funky stores, bars and cafés 
reminded us of the laid-back feel of 
Ganges on Salt Spring Island. There is 
good provisioning at the small but well-
stocked grocery store, and a hardware 
store sells basic marine supplies. There 
is even a medical clinic and pharmacy 
where I was treated for an eye infection. 
Back on board, we enjoyed a sundowner as a brilliant vermil-
lion sunset cast long shadows over the jagged lava spires that 
bookmarked the picturesque bay. 

The following morning, rather than soak in the pungent 
sulphuric mud baths with tourists arriving on tripper boats, 
we set off to climb up to Vulcano’s crater rim. Steam and the 
stench of rotten egg belched from fissures on the volcano’s 
northern flank. Sol even descended into the active crater for 
a closer look, while the rest of us enjoyed the vista over the 
archipelago and to Sicily in the distance. To the northeast we 
could see the tiny island of Panarea, our next destination.  
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Fresh fish, vegetables, and fruit are for sale in 
the open air Palermo market. 

Sunrise sighting of Alicudi, one of the Aeolian Islands.
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The trail follows the Panarea’s shoreline. 

and then began the challenging ascent to the island’s highest 
point, Punta del Corvo, at 421 metres. 

The hiking trail wound its way through cool pine forest, 
rose through dense macchia shrub lands, and around rocky 
outcrops. There were spectacular views down to sea battered 
coves, and at the pass, we were blessed with a sweeping vista 
taking in Italy’s three active volcanoes – Stromboli, Vulcano, 
and Etna. 

To motivate the children for the long decent still ahead, 
we reminded them of Derek’s kind offer from the previous 
day − drop by after the hike for a donkey ride. As we got 
close, the pace quickened. The donkeys greeted us at the gate. 

We weighed anchor the same 
evening after dark and motored north to 
marvel at the fireworks of ‘the lighthouse 
of the Mediterranean’. Stromboli is one 
of the most active volcanoes in the world, 
erupting pretty much regularly for at 
least 2,000 years. Tonight, glowing lava 
shot high up into the starlit night every 
15 minutes. The show got bigger and 
brighter the closer we approached. At 
midnight, we stopped off the northwest 
coast and watched and cheered every 
explosion. Natural fireworks to usher 
in Campbell’s birthday. 

We sailed southward overnight and 
passed through the Strait of Messina to 
reach another Sicilian dream destination, 
Taormina. We lucked out and timed 
the passage through the strait perfectly, 

catching the peak southerly current with the boat topping 
out at 9.4 knots over the ground at one point. 

We anchored in a large bay directly under the hilltop 
town, which is beautiful but overrun with tourists. The 
ancient Greek theatre was closed for a concert by famous 
Italian songstress Laura Pausini, but we got a glimpse from 
high above after climbing up to the church of Madonna della 
Rocca. 

We lowered the Commodore’s burgee in Riposto and 
said goodbye to Jennifer and Campbell after a great 17 days 
together. Snow-capped Etna towered over the marina. 

As Jennifer and Campbell jetted off home to Victoria, we 
prepared to make our way to Greece, continuing our journey 
in Odysseus’s wake.

Looking north from the summit of Vulcano. 

Typical whitewashed house of Panarea. Artsy Taormina attracts tourists from  
around the world.

Hippodackl IV... (cont’d)
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After seventeen years in Turkey, BCA 
members Dick and Marian Leighton 

decided that 2013 was the year to sail 
their Prout 39 catamaran Van Kedisi to 
the Caribbean. After Dick completed 
four months of travel through the 
Mediterranean, Gibraltar, and Morocco, I 
joined Van Kedisi in the Canary Islands. 

On board was Dick, his 21-year old 
son Andy, and Dick’s New Zealand friend, 
Rick Lane. More than a decade previously, 
I had met Dick and Andy for the first time, 
when our family finished our two-year 
Mediterranean adventure. We spent ten 
days with Dick, Marian, and their three 
kids, including Andy, touring some of 
their favorite spots in Turkey. 

I had only met Rick for a very brief 
moment back in 2010. Together we were 
going to spend weeks together on Van Kedisi sailing across 
the Atlantic Ocean to Barbados. This is a story of how we 
depended on each other to overcome challenges, to safely 
sail across the Atlantic. 

Provisioning 

One of my jobs was to be the principle cook on the 
passage. Dick and I worked out a menu plan for three 

weeks. I thought it was workable and wondered whether 
Andy would need a lot more than the rest of us. Having 
three children Andy’s age, I know how much food they can 
consume in a day. 

Dick has a rental car, so we were able to drive around 
Gran Canaria and shop at the enormous mega stores like 
Carrefour. By accident, we found a much smaller store that 
had an entire back room of frozen meat and seafood. Dick has 
a freezer on board, but it was only capable of keeping already 
frozen goods, frozen. While Dick was concerned whether 
the freezer could keep up and the battery requirements of 
using it, I was more concerned that we got enough protein. 

While cooking on passage, I loved having the flexibility 
of the frozen food. I work better from a freezer and pantry 
than from a menu plan. It provided a lot of variety to our 

dinners and a base that I could build 
on with the pantry of goods we had 
in the bilge. Fresh vegetables lasted in 
open baskets, especially our oranges. 
Dick cut up an orange into quarters and 
made sure that each of us had one every 
morning, except maybe the last one or 
two before we arrived in Barbados. After 
the trip, I learned via Marian that Andy 
could have eaten more on the passage. 

Watch System 

We traveled overnight from Gran 
Canaria to Los Christianos, 

Tenerife. We anchored off the beach, 
did final boat chores, and bought all 
our fresh fruit and vegetables before 
having a dinner out with the four of 
us. We then sailed to Gomera, leaving 

to start our Atlantic crossing from the same spot that 
Christopher Columbus left from centuries ago. 

Our watch system was three hours on and nine hours 
off. I had the twelve to three watches, so noon or midnight, 
I was on watch. Dick matched Rick and me together, with 
me taking over from Rick. Dick paired up with Andy. Both 
Dick and Rick had completed an ocean crossing. His goal 
was to match the more experienced crew with the less expe-
rienced ones. 

Our weather was a real mix of calms to storms, including 
middle of the night thunder and lightning. In our first eight 
days, there was no weather or wind combination that I felt I 
had not already experienced in our numerous long passages 
in the Mediterranean. 

What I did notice is that as I was coming on my midnight 
watch, I often had thoughts of ‘I can hardly wait for my 
watch to be finished so that I can go back to my bunk.’ I 
had dreamed of sailing across an ocean for decades. It took 
months of planning and the kindness of Dick to allow me to 
be a crew member. I came to realize that the whole reason 
I was there was to be on watch, fully experiencing every 
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Rick steering, in wet gear and sporting his PFD. 
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moment. After my internal ‘attitude adjustment’, I looked 
forward to both my noon and midnight watches, with every-
thing they would bring. That time became my favorite time 
on passage. 

Challenges 

Several days out from the Canary Islands, the autopilot 
started failing. Then it failed completely. Dick instituted 

a buddy watch system. We would go on watch in pairs, 
with each person taking one hour shifts to hand steer Van 
Kedisi. The other person would sleep on the settee in the 
cabin, fully dressed in wet weather gear and safety kit so 
that we could instantly be available to help the person on 
watch. Dick paired up with Andy while I stood the extended 
watches with Rick. On one of my shifts, I had such difficulty 
keeping Van Kedisi that Rick had to take over from me for 
a two-hour shift. 

When the autopilot does most of the steering, you don’t 
notice that the actual steering is not fully responsive. Van 
Kedisi has hydraulic steering and we all had trouble holding 
the boat to the wind. The auto-helm failed at night and by 
the time we figured out the steering was unresponsive, it 
was after midnight. We made repairs at two in the morning. 
While I turned the wheel hard left or hard right, Dick was 

upside down in the aft cabin bleeding air out of the system, 
while Rick was pouring hydraulic fluid into the well in front 
of the wheel, while the boat pitched up and down. It was a 
long, slow, and tedious process, made possible only because 
Dick had taken such care to have spare steering hydraulic 
fluid on board. 

We worked together as a team to get the steering working 
in difficult conditions. After over thirty hours, we did manage 
to get the auto-helm working again, much to our relief. 

The Cape Verde Islands 

In late November 2013, the typical easterly trade winds 
took a long time to build. After eight days at sea, the wind 

had relentlessly driven us straight south from the Canary 
Islands. We were only 300nm from the coast of Africa and 
a hundred miles from the Cape Verde Islands when Dick 
decided that we should stop there at Mindelo, Sao Vincente 
to effect repairs. The auto-helm was still failing intermit-
tently. In addition, the port engine had stopped working. 
Being a catamaran, we had a spare engine, but Dick thought 
it best if we finished our Atlantic crossing with both 
working. 

We motored the last night and morning in perfectly 
flat conditions as we approached the Cape Verde Islands. 
Anchoring just after noon, Dick took the boat papers and 
our passports to shore to check in. While waiting in line for 
a customs official to come back from lunch, Dick struck up 
a conversation with a German fellow who had been running 
charter boats between the Canary Islands and Cape Verde. 
After describing our problems, he told Dick to disconnect 
the wind instrument feed that was directly connected to the 
auto-pilot. The auto-pilot on board Van Kedisi is a model 
that can get overwhelmed by all the data. For the steering, 
he suggested continuing to bleed the air and replace it with 
hydraulic fluid. 

Dick emailed a close friend who runs a yacht charter 
business in Turkey, asking the same questions about the 
equipment. The answer was the same: disconnect the wind 

David enjoying his noon to 3:00 watch under blue skies.

Four Guys Cross the Atlantic... (cont’d)
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instrument feed from the auto-pilot and bleed the hydraulic 
steering. We spent two days on repairs. Dick and Rick spent 
an entire morning pulling apart diesel feed lines to the port 
engine, finally discovering debris in the line between the 
tank and the primary filter. Dick is certain that he saw the 
debris enter the tank when he was filling it months before 
in Argostoli, Greece. A good reminder to always use a funnel 
and filter when filling. 

Onwards 

Dick and Rick had gone weeks without a day off. With 
the weather forecast showing nothing but light winds, 

we went on an adventure. The four of us took a ferry to 
the nearby island of Santo Antao. We had a lovely buffet 
breakfast, found a taxi to take us to the top of the coastal 
peaks, and hiked down the mountain through farms and 
local villages. We got back to the boat late, had dinner, and 
settled in for an early night so that we could leave first thing 
the next morning. 

At 0630h the next day, we lifted the anchor and left 
Mindelo, heading for the open Atlantic. After escaping the 
wind shadow of Santo Anta, the island we had visited the 
previous day, we started broad reaching in growing swells. 
After a couple of days at anchor, we had had to re-acclimatize 
to the motion. The off watch spent more of their time in their 
bunks resting and reading. 

Winds continued to be light and Dick decided to put up 
the spinnaker. It pulled Van Kedisi along nicely. For our first 
night with the spinnaker up, Dick got us to go back to dual 
watches, with the off watch person resting in the main cabin 
so that they were available immediately to help should the 
wind come up and overwhelm the spinnaker. 

On our second day, I came on deck around 0900h after 
a few hours sleep. The four of us were up. I felt like the boat 
wasn’t quite right and asked Dick if the spinnaker was okay. 
He said that everything was fine and the four of us started 
a discussion on best practices for open ocean spinnaker 
handling, including checking the halyard and sheets for 
chafe.  

Moments after we agreed that taking the spinnaker down 
and checking the halyard would be a good idea, there was a 
‘bang’ like a gun just went off. I looked up to see the head of 
the spinnaker fluttering in the wind as the entire sail collapsed 
into the water. Van Kedisi immediately sailed over the floating 
spinnaker. It took all four of us forty-five minutes to retrieve 
the sail, all its lines, and then setup the spinnaker pole and 
genoa to keep sailing. We discovered that the halyard had 
exploded, likely at the spot where it went over the turning 
block on the mast. The shock load on the spinnaker resulted in 
several tears, so it was out of action for the rest of our crossing. 

In Rhythm 

A couple of days later, the trade winds really set up. The 
crossing was still challenging, as squalls came and went 

at all times of the day. As Jimmy Cornell has noted, long-time 
weather patterns are changing. The brochure said we would 
have easy sailing, sunshine, and drinks on the deck every 
day at 1700h. The reality was many days with clouds and 
constantly changing wind conditions. 

Dick had carefully set up Van Kedisi, with a spinnaker pole 
anchored as a point in space over either the port or starboard 
hull. The genoa sheet ran through the pole, holding the genoa 
out of the wind shadow of the main. With this arrangement we 
were able to sail dead downwind on the rhumb-line route to 
Barbados. As squalls came and went, we left the spinnaker pole 

Rick, Dick, David, and Andy at the summit of Santo Ana. 

http://www.navismarine.ca


C U R R E NTSO C T O B E R  2 0 1 4  24

in the same location, furling the genoa in or out depending 
on wind conditions. 

We had a few battery problems and Dick determined 
that he needed to test the voltage of each battery to see if 
one of them had died. To do this, all the circuits on board, 
including the auto-helm, had to be turned off. Just as I came 
on watch at noon, Dick turned off the power as I took the 
helm. Where I previously had struggled to keep the boat in 
the groove, I now felt completely in touch with the wind, 
waves, and motion. As I felt Van Kedisi lift on a swell, I was 
already anticipating the direction and moving the wheel the 
other way. As we slid down a wave, a light touch anticipated 
how we would bottom out as I sent the bows in the opposite 
direction. It only lasted five minutes and I was happy to have 
the auto-helm back on, yet I appreciated having the experi-
ence of hand steering in the massive mid-Atlantic swells.

Next Stop Barbados 

Tasks had become automatic. Another midnight squall 
coming through? Ease the genoa sheet, pull in the 

furling line, use the flashlight to make sure the furling line 
is clear, and adjust the sheet to take the belly out of the 
genoa. We didn’t have to think about it, we just did it. 

Every afternoon around 1700h, the four of us would get 
together for drinks and snacks. Most nights, I cooked dinner, 
with Dick spelling me off a few times. Watch on and watch 
off, we kept the boat in the groove. We all read books, Dick 
and Andy played endless games of backgammon, and we even 
got a couple of games of Settlers of Catan in. 

Our daily average distance kept climbing, and soon the 
sun was setting over the Atlantic swells as we realized that 
we had only one more day before we arrived in Barbados. The 
next morning I woke up to see land off the starboard side. 
Andy was on watch, with Dick taking over as we approached 
Barbados. With the land so close we could truly appreciate 
just how huge the swells were. 

Dick checked us into Barbados and after fifteen days on 
the open Atlantic, we dropped the hook off Bridgetown just 
after noon. Andy and I went for a walk; Dick tidied up the 
boat; Rick had a rest. That night, we joined BCA members 
Russell and Jane Poulsten onboard their catamaran Ta-B. 
They had done exactly the same crossing as us, arriving the 
day before in Barbados. 

I deeply appreciate Dick’s preparation of Van Kedisi and 
my fellow crewmembers Andy and Rick. After four weeks 
together in a 39' catamaran, we were all still talking to one 
another. In fact, we had never raised our voices with each 
other, except to be heard over the wind. One of my fondest 
memories is every night coming on watch at midnight to 
take over from Rick on his 9-midnight watch. Before going 
to bed, Rick put on the kettle, made us each a cup of tea, and 
for a half hour, while surfing down huge Atlantic swells, we 
would sit in the cockpit in compatible silence, happy to just 
be sharing the special moment together, knowing that we had 
faith in each other, Dick, Andy, and Van Kedisi. 

For more about the trip, visit  
 http://sailvankedisi.wordpress.com

Four Guys Cross the Atlantic... (cont’d)

Poling out the genoa allowed Van Kedisi to sail dead downwind.

Large mid-Atlantic swells.

Dick and Andy played many games of Backgammon. 

http://sailvankedisi.wordpress.com
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Photo 
Album

Gord Wedman, VI member 
from Nanaimo, accepts 
his prize from San Diego 
Marine’s Chris Front, for 
being the first BCA ‘Leaver’ 
this year to check in! Gord is 
cruising aboard his Valiant 40 
Cutter, Touchstone, and may 
very well need that fan along 
the way!
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LESSONS LEARNED …     The Hard WayOOPS!
 Submitted by: Norm Cooper, Sarah Jean II

 Subject: How to lose control of a furling head sail

 Location: Bay of Islands, NZ 

 Situation:  This story was told to me a few days after the calamity occurred. It happened to a very 
experienced cruising couple on a well-appointed 50' sailboat. It was a dark and stormy night 
in the Bay of Islands. Wind gusts in the anchorage were up to 50 knots. Suddenly there was 
a mighty commotion, as the huge genoa unfurled itself and began flogging violently in the 
strong wind. The furling line had snapped! For reasons I can’t recall, the sail was jammed in 
the foil. It was not possible to lower it. The force of the wind on the sail was causing the boat 
to drag through the crowded anchorage towards the shore. An emergency call went out on 
the VHF and several other cruisers jumped in their dinghies and came over to assist. Dodging 
the wildly flogging sail, three men working together were able to hand-wrap some line on the 
furling drum, pull in some sail, secure the drum from rotating, and then repeat the process. 
Eventually the sail was furled and disaster was averted. Had the couple been on their own in 
the anchorage, their boat would have likely dragged onto shore. What happened?

 Mistake Made:  Most cruisers like to wrap their genoa sheets around the furled sail several times at the end of 
the furling process, to prevent it from unwrapping in high wind. This is standard practice and 
is good seamanship. The problem with this procedure is if a few additional wraps are added 
for good measure and the sail has been furled tightly, both requiring more turns of the furling 
drum, the entire furling line may get pulled off the drum. When this happens, the furling line 
is held on the drum only by the knot at the end, where it usually passes through a plate on the 
drum. Often these holes are through aluminum plate. The edges, although slightly rounded, 
can still cut the line if enough force is applied. If the line is pulled completely off the drum 
a few times, and the furling drum is moving about from wind or the motion of the boat, the 
furling line quickly chafes through and the sail unwinds. Usually this happens during a storm 
in the middle of the night!

 Lesson Learned:  1. Use a good quality, high-tech line for your furling line. It is a critical control line!

  2.  Check it regularly for chafe, particularly where it runs through the attachment hole on the 
furler. Move the stopper knot along the line regularly and trim off the old line.

  3.  Make sure the attachment hole on the furler is smooth and the furling line is not touching 
any other sharp edges.

  4.  When the headsail is furled fairly tightly and your sheets are wrapped around the sail a few 
times, make sure you still have 3 or 4 wraps of the furling line around the drum. If not, 
undo the knot and put more lines around the drum. Then pull out the sail and make sure 
you have enough furling line left in the cockpit to reach and make wraps on whichever 
winch you are using to furl the sail in during heavy weather. If the line is too short, go out 
and buy a new furling line. Better too long than too short. 

 Repairs: Fortunately, all that was required was a new furling line.



   Ditty Bag

Don’t Miss the Boat! Last Chance to Enter the Governor’s Cup Yacht Race 
Before It Changes Forever! 

Entries are now open for the truly unique Governor’s Cup Yacht Race from False Bay Yacht Club 
near the historic Simon’s Town, South Africa to Jamestown, St. Helena Island – one of the world’s best 
kept secrets. This exhilarating 1,700 nautical mile downwind race to one of the most extraordinary 
places on earth, starts on 27th December 2014 and is the last time it will take place in its current 
format, making it a once in a lifetime race! 

Every two years since 1996, intrepid sailors looking for a one-of-a-kind racing experience, have 
taken part in the Governor’s Cup Yacht Race which, after an 8 – 14 day handicap chase across the 
South Atlantic, culminates in an activity-filled stay on St. Helena – an island currently only accessible 
by private yacht or on one of the last operating Royal Mail Ships, the RMS St. Helena. Following their 
stay on St. Helena, supporters, family, and crews enjoy a relaxing cruise back to Cape Town onboard 
the RMS St. Helena, offering an abundance of fun-filled activities and post race parties. 

2014 sees the last time the race will take place in this format, with the opening of a new airport 
on St. Helena due in February 2016, and the subsequent decommissioning of the RMS St. Helena - so 
don’t miss the boat and make sure you enter today. Entrants typically range from fast racing boats with 
experienced crews to cruising boats manned by small families, offering an experience for everyone. 

To find out more and to download an entry form for the 2014 Governor’s Cup Yacht Race, 
visit the ‘Taking Part’ section of governorscup2014.com. To connect with previous race entrants 
and those already signed up for this year, visit the Governor’s Cup Facebook page, facebook.com/
Governorscup2014 or @Governors_Cup. The closing date for entries to the race is 31st October 2014. 

St. Helena is a volcanic island in the south Atlantic, 1,800 miles from South America and 1,200 
miles from South Africa. The island has over 500 years of rich history, with its most famous inhabitant 
being Napoleon Bonaparte, who was exiled to the island in 1815 and remained there until his death 
in 1821. Much of the Island’s history, from military forts to underwater shipwrecks, ancient churches 
and historic buildings, remains intact for visitors to explore. 

 Today, the Island’s history adds to its beauty as a sub-tropical island with a unique bio-diversity. 
Only 10.5 miles long and 6.5 miles wide, its landscape ranges from vegetation to sub-tropical desert. 
It is home to many natural wonders unique to the Island, from its rugged coastline and seas teeming 
with tropical fish, to night skies offering unrivalled views of the stars, and the famous 600' high Jacob’s 
Ladder offering panoramic views. No visit to St. Helena is complete without a visit to see the world’s 
oldest land animal, Jonathan, a rare Seychelles Giant tortoise, estimated to be over 175 years old. 

For further details on St. Helena Island, visit sthelenatourism.com. 
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   OOPS! (cont’d)

 Have a Story?:  We have all made mistakes and learned valuable lessons the hard way. Do you have a 
story you want to share with BCA members so we can learn from your experience? If so, 
please submit it for publication in this column using the section headings ‘Submitted by’ 
through ‘Repairs’ or ‘Lesson Learned’. Thanks!

  Send your story to currents@bluewatercruising.org with ‘OOPS!’ in the subject line.

mailto:currents@bluewatercruising.org
mailto:sthelenatourism.com
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Epicurious Roast Chicken  
(from www.epicurious.com)

Contributed by  
Donna Sassaman, Alia

Preparation

1. Preheat the oven to 450°F. Rinse the chicken, 
and then dry it very well with paper towels, 
inside and out. The less it steams, the drier the 
heat, the better.

2. Salt and pepper the cavity, then truss the bird. 
Trussing is not difficult, and if you roast chicken 
often, it’s a good technique to feel comfort-
able with. (See illustration.) When you truss a 
bird, the wings and legs stay close to the body; 
the ends of the drumsticks cover the top of the 
breast and keep it from drying out. Trussing 
helps the chicken to cook evenly, and it also 
makes for a more beautiful roasted bird.

3. Now, salt the chicken—rain the salt over the bird 
so that it has a nice uniform coating that will 
result in a crisp, salty, flavourful skin (about 1 
tablespoon). When it’s cooked, you should still 
be able to make out the salt baked onto the crisp 
skin. Season to taste with pepper.

If you’re planning to have Thanksgiving dinner 
aboard your boat, you probably don’t have room in 
your galley oven for a turkey. This roast chicken 
recipe is scrumptious...moist and tasty. Being a tad 
calorie conscious, I delete the slathering-butter-
on-the-meat step... but butter probably adds that 
certain ‘je ne sais quoi’! Bon appétit and Happy 
Thanksgiving! 

Ingredients

•  One 2- to 3-pound farm-raised chicken

•  Kosher salt and freshly ground black pepper

• 2 teaspoons minced thyme (optional)

• Unsalted butter 

• Dijon mustard

• Butcher’s twine for trussing

4. Place the chicken in a sauté pan or roasting pan 
and, when the oven is up to temperature, put the 
chicken in the oven. Leave it alone—don’t baste it, 
don’t add butter, so that it doesn’t steam. Roast it 
until it’s done, 50 to 60 minutes. 

5. Remove it from the oven and add the thyme, if 
using, to the pan. Baste the chicken with the juices 
and thyme and let it rest for 15 minutes on a 
cutting board.

6. Remove the twine. Separate the middle wing joint 
and eat that immediately. Remove the legs and 
thighs. Cut the breast down the middle and serve 
it on the bone, with one wing joint still attached 
to each. The preparation is not meant to be super-
elegant. 

7. Slather the meat with fresh butter. 

8. Serve with mustard on the side.
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BOATS 

For Sale: CS 40, Optical Illusion. Currently in Birch 
Bay, WA. Outfitted for offshore. This boat has been 

down to Panama and is now back. It is ready for another 
owner and can be viewed by calling Dick Towson at cell 

604.377.5350. Full particulars are available so please 
contact us. Current price $59,000 US, ‘as is’. To be sold in 

Canadian waters.

For Sale: 36' Morgan Out Island. Built 1973 by Morgan 
Yachts, Right Galah sailed in Lake Ontario until 1999. 

She is a solid, roomy, comfortable, proven center-cockpit 
liveaboard cruiser. She has taken us from Toronto to 

New Orleans and from Vancouver to Costa Rica, as well 
as doing local cruising. We added a custom aluminum 

hardtop, glass windshield, and full side-curtains for 
Northwest weather. Large aft cabin, V-berth, and 2 heads. 
40-hp Volvo turbo-diesel, in an accessible engine room. 
Hydraulic autopilot, GPS, and 16-mile radar. Re-wired 

DC system, solar panels on the hardtop. Upsized rigging, 
Sta-Lok terminals. Full-batten main, 4 jibs (one is roller-
furling). 20-kg Bruce anchor and 100' chain rode. Lots of 
interior storage. $30,000. For more information: http://
www.yachtworld.com/boats/1973/Morgan-36-Out-
Island-2696612/Ladner/Canada#.U93PLfldU9Q

PLEASE NOTE: Nautical ads placed in Tradewinds are free to BCA members and are printed on a monthly basis. 
Cost for a one-month ad to non-members is $35.00 CDN plus $10.00 for a photo. Cheques are payable to Bluewater 
Cruising Association and are sent to the BCA Treasurer at Bluewater Cruising Association, 8886 Hudson Street, 
Vancouver, BC V6P 4N2. Please post your ad to the website, www.bluewatercruising.org/forums/ and/or email 

your ad to currents@bluewatercruising.org with ‘Tradewinds’ and your name in the subject line.  
The submission deadline is the 15th of the month for the month-after-next issue, e.g., July 15th for the 
September issue. Ads must be renewed monthly. For ads posted to the website: To have your ad removed 

after your item has sold, please contact the Webmaster at webmaster@bluewatercruising.org and the  
Currents Editor at currents@bluewatercruising.org. Thank you!

For Sale: Brent Swain 40' Cutter, With Amazing Grace. 
See http://www.bluewatercruising.org/forums/Posts.
aspx?topic=992198 for full details. Call Gord Schnell 

604.728.4704.

For Sale: Nautiraid folding 
rowing dinghy. Rubberized 

fabric ‘skin on frame’ folding 
dinghy/rowboat. Made in 

France by Nautiraid (better 
known for folding kayaks, 
but they also make folding 
dinghies). Very light, can 

be stored on deck or below, 
or transported via car. Very 
easy to row. I used this as 

my primary dinghy for three 
years, and it is in quite good condition. I have both a hard 

dinghy and an inflatable now, so would like to sell this one. 
I’ve only ever rowed this boat, but it is designed to take a 
small outboard also. Please see this page for more details, 
http://www.nestawayboats.com/NAUTIRAID-Folding-

Boats(2125711).htm. $1000 or best offer. Contact Richard 
Hudson, 778.772.3446

For Sale: Camper-
Nicholson 42. Our Nic 42 
is looking for new owners. 
Gosling has served us well 
over the past 7 years but 
it is time to move on. She 

is an excellent offshore 
cruiser that has brought 
us from the US to the 
Caribbean and back to 

Mexico over the past few 
years. Camper-Nicholson 

continued on page 30

mailto:currents@bluewatercruising.org
http://www.bluewatercruising.org/forums/
mailto:webmaster@bluewatercruising.org
mailto:currents@bluewatercruising.org
http://www.yachtworld.com/boats/1973/Morgan-36-Out-Island-2696612/Ladner/Canada#.U93PLfldU9Q
http://www.yachtworld.com/boats/1973/Morgan-36-Out-Island-2696612/Ladner/Canada#.U93PLfldU9Q
http://www.nestawayboats.com/NAUTIRAID-Folding-Boats(2125711).htm
http://www.nestawayboats.com/NAUTIRAID-Folding-Boats(2125711).htm
http://www.bluewatercruising.org/forums/Posts.aspx?topic=992198
http://www.bluewatercruising.org/forums/Posts.aspx?topic=992198
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has been building boats for more than 250 years. 

Gosling is built to rigid Lloyd’s standards and has been 
very well maintained since build. We have added a lot 
of improvements and extras over our ownership and 
she is ready for new adventures. She is presently on 

the hard in Guaymas, Mexico. Details can be found on 
the Yachtworld listing. Search for Nicholson 42. Any 

questions send to jgnadeau@hotmail.com.

For Sale: George Holmes’ 1907 Canoe Yawl ‘Eel’ 
launched 2005. Cedar strip over oak frames, epoxy 

and glass, with foam flotation in bow and stern. Gaff-
rigged, five tan-bark sails, including matching jibs 
with whisker poles for downwind sailing. Double 
anchors with ample rode and chain, radar, GPS, 
VHS, sounder, CD player. Electronics are on ball 

mounts and can be relocated to cockpit. Peak and gaff 
halyards, jib furling and centre-board up-haul all lead 

to cockpit for easy single-handing. Rudder has trim tab 
and tiller-pilot. She is powered by a rebuilt 6.5 Petter 
diesel and Campbell sail prop. Cuddy includes single-

burner gimballed propane stove, sink, drop-down 
table, head, and holding tank. There are V-berths 

under the deck and a small quarter-berth usually used 
for storage. Pilgrim’s Wake draws 2' with board up (5' 
with board down) and can be beached using sweeps 
as legs. The 1000lb. 16ft. cast iron keel offers plenty 
of bottom protection. The boat comes with a tandem 

trailer with surge brakes. 
This boat has circumnavigated both Vancouver Island 
and the Queen Charlottes and won prizes (best cruiser 

under 30ft. and best boat modern construction) in 
the Vancouver Wooden Boat Festival. Asking $10,000. 
Looking to move up to larger cruising boat. Pilgrim’s 
Wake is moored at the Vancouver Maritime Museum. 

Contact Martin at martin_suo@hotmail.com,  
P. 604.983.0180, C. 604.813.9519

For Sale: Kristen 47 cruising vessel, Precious Metal, fully 
outfitted for offshore. Luxury, steel hull sailboat with many 

outstanding amenities including: beautiful cherry wood 
interior finish, walk-in engine room with full work bench 

(including drill press and much more), 100 hp Isuzu engine, 
two spacious cabins with full size bathtub(!), in-boom 

Leisure Furl mainsail (and electric winch),  
and much more. 

To see photos go to my website: www.pamelabendall.com 
and click S/V Precious Metal, and/or  

contact Brian Huse at Freedom Yachts, Canoe Cove. 

For Sale: Wyndspree 
is a Stan Huntingford 

designed 53-foot 
ketch ideal for 

offshore cruising and 
living aboard. She 

is offered for sale at 
$120,000. She was 

built in Burnaby, BC 
by Don Kemp and 

launched in 1979 after 
a seven-year build. 

She has a cutaway full keel, Airex-cored fibreglass hull, and 
balsa-cored fibreglass deck. Ballast is 16,000 pounds of lead 

encapsulated in the keel. 
Features include: new (2010 - 60 hours) Volvo Penta 

D2-55F diesel inboard, Quicksilver 310 inflatable, 15 HP 
Yamaha 4-stroke outboard, hydraulic anchor windlass, recent 

complete electrical rebuild including 2.5 kilowatt inverter 
with 130 amps. charger, 600 watt pure sine inverter, four 
80-watt solar panels, 4-burner propane stove with oven, 

propane on-demand water heater, Frigo-boat freezer/fridge, 
Dickinson diesel Alaska heater, Raymarine C-70 chart plotter 

with depth sounder and radar, VHF radio. 
More information and photos are available at:  

http://wyndspree.webs.com/. Contact Al Kitchen, 
250.294.5428, wyndspree@shaw.ca

mailto:jgnadeau@hotmail.com
mailto:martin_suo@hotmail.com
http://www.pamelabendall.com
http://wyndspree.webs.com/
mailto:wyndspree@shaw.ca
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For Sale: Tides End, a 
beautifully maintained 
one owner Fraser 42'. 
Built in 1977. Interior 

professionally renovated in 
1988. Completely updated 

for offshore cruising in 2000. 
Presently moored in Rio 
Dulce, Guatemala. Great 
place to start your world 

cruising, most everything you 
need comes with the boat. 

Canadian registered. Excellent 
offshore cruiser with center cockpit, aft cabin and large 
v-berth, one head, nice galley with fridge/freezer, three-

burner Force 10 stove with oven. Spectra 200 gal. /
day watermaker, C240 Isuzu engine, new in 2000. Six 

sails, Harkin roller furling, solar panels, wind generator 
and much more. Asking $75,000 CDN. For a complete 
inventory list, pictures, and condition of boat, please 

contact by email ve0reg@telus.net

For Sale: Trintella 
IIIA (1974) 36' Ketch. 
Price Reduced. Center 

cockpit ketch, Van 
de Stadt design, built 
in Holland by Anne 

Weaver. GRP hull and 
superstructure built to 
Lloyds specifications. 

Teak decks, articulating 
aluminum masts, 

Perkins diesel engine 
50 Hp (4 litre/hr), 
hardened glass in 

aluminum frames with 
‘destroyer-style’ rain-

view; full cockpit dodger/enclosure and winter cover 
(2009). Classic teak interior, three cabins including 
spacious aft cabin, 2-burner stove and oven (2011), 

diesel cabin heater, generous storage areas in all cabins 
including full length hanging lockers. GRP water tank 
(400 litres) and fuel tanks (2 tanks, 200 litres each). 
Roller furling headsail; partially-battened main and 

mizzen sails, and mizzen staysail, all in good condition. 
This is a well-loved boat and she has had only three 
owners. We have had her for the last 25 years and 

she has been an excellent boat for cruising with small 

children. She is stable and comfortable in all weather. A 
two-foot bowsprit was added some years ago, allowing for 
a more generous genoa and better performance in lighter 
winds. She would make a wonderful coastal cruiser for 

a family, or she is capable of rugged offshore adventures. 
Teak decks need some work. Although she is old, she has 
lots of life left in her. A recent (2010) survey is available 

on request. Asking price is $15,000 Canadian and owner is 
motivated to sell. johnbmartyn@gmail.com

For Sale: Make your dreams come true by sailing away 
in this offshore-ready, professionally custom-built, cutter-

rigged sailboat. This one-owner Fraser 41 has crossed 
the Pacific with a family of four and is now located in 
the Caribbean and ready to go again. Homers’ Odyssey 
has logged 40,000 miles to date with only 2800 hours 

on a 4-cyl Isuzu. New Main, Yankee, Awlgrip, AIS, VHF, 
primary chain, batteries, chart plotter. Two outboards, life 
raft, dinghy, cruising sails including spinnaker, storm sails, 

drogue, SSB, Pactor modem, two sounders, 4 anchors, 
solar panels, etc. Please contact Stan and Lynn Homer at 

stanlynn@gmail.com for more pictures and a complete list 
of equipment. Owners are looking to cruise a trawler on 

the West Coast of Canada. $89,000 US.

Wanted: 4-6 person inflatable dinghy in good condition. 
Contact Jane Goundrey, 604.612.7435,  

sjanegoundrey@gmail.com

CREW
Wanted: Crew for Gulf Islands, Sunshine Coast,  

and local Vancouver sailing, aboard Coriolis,  
Catalina 30 moored in Horseshoe Bay.  
Contact Roy at feeftynorth@aol.com

mailto:ve0reg@telus.net
mailto:johnbmartyn@gmail.com
mailto:stanlynn@gmail.com
mailto:sjanegoundrey@gmail.com
mailto:feeftynorth@aol.com
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CHARTS AND BOOKS

Books for Sale: Imray Cruising Guide to Southeast Asia, 
Volume 1, 1998, very good condition, $20. Contact Richard 

Hudson, 778.772.3446 

For Sale: ICW charts, brand new, never used:  
• Maptech Chartkit Region 6, Norfolk Va to Florida, includes 

CD, online price $140 USD • Tides End Folio 188 Norfolk 
to Charleston, online price $160 USD • Tides End Folio 189 

Charleston to Ft. Lauderdale, online price $220 USD 
Total cost to us including tax and shipping $557 USD. 
We would be happy to sell for $300 OBO. Contact Jane 
Goundrey, 604.612.7435, sjanegoundrey@gmail.com

Free Charts: West Africa Photocopied Charts. Bellingham 
Chart Printers mistakenly sent me their Portfolio 503, which 
is photocopies of Defense Mapping Agency charts, 2/3 size, 

of West Africa from Sierra Leone to Nigeria.  
I don’t have any intention of going there, so am offering 

them to whoever wants to come to Ladner to pick them up. 
Contact Richard Hudson at  

(P) 778.772.3446, rhudson@issuma.com.

51037N/A – Ilha de Orango to Monrovia

51620 – Cape Sierra Leone to Cape Mount

51621 – Freetown and Approaches, Plan: Freetown Harbor

51637N/A – Robertsport and Approaches,  
Plan: Monrovia Harbor

51640N/A – Cape Mount to Cestos River

51641N/A – Monrovia Harbor and Approaches,  
Plan: Monrovia Harbor

51642N/A – Port of Buchanan and Approaches,  
Plan: Port of Buchanan and Waterhouse Bay

51644N/A – Port of Greenville and Approaches

51660N/A – Cesto River to Cape Palmas

51663 – Garrawe to Pointe Tafou, Plan: Cape Palmas 
Anchorage

57000 – Monrovia to Cape Three Points

57006 – Cape Three Points to Cape Lopez

57040 – Harper to Grand-Lahou

57060 – Grand-Lahou to Cape Three Points  
(Gulf of Guinea) (Omega)

57061N/A – Approaches to Takoradi and Sekondi (Ghana)

57062 – Approaches to Takoradi and Sekondi (Ghana)

57063 – Approaches to Abidjan

57064N/A – Port of Abidjan

57080 – Takoradi to Cape St. Paul

57081 – Approaches to Accra and Tema Harbour

57082 – Port of Tema and Accra Roads (Ghana),  
A. Port of Tema, B. Accra Roads

57100 – Cape St. Paul to Lagos (Omega)

57101 – Lagos Harbour and Approaches, Plan: Lagos 
Harbour and Approaches

57102 – Approaches to Lome and Kpeme,  
Plan: Port of Lome

57103N/A – Cotonou and Approaches, Plan: Cotonou

57120 – Lagos to Pennington River

57121N/A – Ports in the Niger Delta, Plans: Port of 
Forcados and Port of Burutu, B. Port of Koko, C. Port of 

Warri, D. Port of Sapele

57065 – Ports of Sekondi and Takoradi

ELECTRONICS
For Sale: Dr. LED Polar Star 40 masthead tricolour.  

Fits Aqua Signal Series 40, Attwood, Hella, and Perko. 
Never used – original package. $15. Contact for further 

info: nello.angerilli@gmail.com

OTHER GEAR
For Sale: Paratech Sea Anchor and Rode. A necessary 

piece of safety equipment. Good for 38'-44' vessel. 
Paratech 18' sea anchor and 400' of 1/2" rode. 

Fortunately never used. $800. Contact Ed, 250.886.5256

For Sale: Fleming Self Steering. An essential piece of 
equipment if you are heading offshore. Good for 38-45' 
vessel, 25,000 lb. displacement (approximate). Comes 

with spoke wheel hub and extra vanes for varying wind 
conditions. Very good condition. Original price $4000, 

selling $1500. Contact Ed, 250.886.5256 

For Sale: Inflatable Anchor Ball by Basic Designs. Good 
condition. $10. I used this for a few years, it worked 
fine, but I now have a plywood one, so no more need 
for this one. Contact Richard Hudson, 778.772.3446

mailto:sjanegoundrey@gmail.com
mailto:rhudson@issuma.com
mailto:nello.angerilli@gmail.com
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For Sale: Black Antifouling Paint, 2 gallons, new, 
unopened, $50/gallon.Two gallons (in one-gallon 

cans) Pettit Ultima SSA Black antifouling paint.  37.5% 
Cuprous Oxide content. $50/gallon.  New, unopened 
cans. Data Sheet for this paint: https://docs.google.

com/viewer?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pettitpaint.
com%2Ffileshare%2Fproduct_pds%2FUltima-SSA.

pdf. Defender sells this paint for $119.95 US:  
http://www.defender.com/product.jsp?path=-1%7C22

00442%7C2200447%7C2200448&id=736851. 
Contact Richard Hudson, 778.772.3446 

Free: I have about 10m of old 12mm anchor chain 
that I don’t need. The galvanizing is in good condition 
(it has been regalvanized), but some of the links are 

showing wear. This would be useful as a chain lead for 
a secondary anchor or for a mooring for a smaller boat. 

Contact Richard Hudson, 778.772.3446 

Wanted: I am looking for a Simpson Lawrence Sea Tiger 
555 manual windlass in reasonable condition. Please 

contact Don Hutchison, 604.802.7475

Wanted: Does anyone have an old Aerogen 6? I 
am looking for a parts unit. Please contact me at: 

Jgnadeau@hotmail.com

For Sale: Selling my TRACE inverter-charger. Invert 
function does not work anymore but charges fine. 

$150. Contact Jean Baillargeon, 604.837.3581

For Sale: 42 hp Pathfinder Marine Diesel. I am 
re-powering Cygnet and have my old Pathfinder Marine 

diesel for sale.  
I am selling this for either a potential rebuild or parts. 

There is no alternator or gearbox included. Make me an 
offer! Contact Brian at svcygnet@gmail.com,  

P. 250.634.1026, C. 250.634.1026

For Sale: Autohelm 4000. Works well (on a 38' sloop). 
Complete unit, including wind monitor, extra belts. 
$125. For further info: nello.angerilli@gmail.com

For Sale: 20KG Genuine Bruce Anchor – was back-up 
anchor so rarely used, $200. 50' 5/16" BBB chain, never 

used, $100. Lewmar 10mm (3/8') chain-stopper with 
lever, never used (in original package), $50.  
For further info: nello.angerilli@gmail.com

For Sale: Miscellaneous gear. Fiorentino Parachute 
Anchor, 24 foot diameter, $400. Multi-coloured 

asymmetrical cruising spinnaker with brand new sock 
(40'4" Luff, 38'6" leech, 28'8" foot), $900. Brand new 

Nicro 24 hr. deck solar fan, $100. SG230 smart tuner for 
SSB/Ham radio, $100. Call Ralph at P. 778.294.3354,  

C. 778.874.5041 

For Sale: Racor 200FG diesel fuel filters and cartridges. 
$40 each with spare cartridges. Items are in Surrey.  

Please call Gordon at 250.618.3510

For Sale: I have a large Wichard backstay tensioner 
for sale. I believe it adjusts from 20 to 27 inches fully 

extended, too large for my intended use. $50. Item is in 
Surrey. Please call Gordon at 250.618.3510. 

For Sale: I have a Davis Mark 25 sextant in excellent 
condition that I would like to sell. It includes the add-on 

level prism that helps ensure the sextant is level when 
taking a sight. New cost would be $199 US plus the cost 
of the level prism and shipping. I would like $100 CDN. 

Item is in Surrey. Please call Gordon at 250.618.3510

For Sale: Zodiac 6-Person Life Raft. In canister with 
cradle. Last re-packed and certified April 2011. $800 
OBO. Bill Burr, billburr@gmail.com, 250.895.9240

MOORAGE / ACCOMMODATION
Coal Harbour Moorage Available: Moorage available at 
Harbour Cruises, right at the base of Denman Street in 
Coal Harbour. $12.15/ft based on an annual payment. 

Sailboats only as width is limited. 40-46' length.  
Take over my lease and enjoy this prime location.  

Side tie. Very easy access in and out.  
Deep draft. Call Chris at 778-874-7476

https://docs.google.com/viewer?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pettitpaint.com%2Ffileshare%2Fproduct_pds%2FUltima-SSA.pdf. Defender sells this paint for $119.95 US:
https://docs.google.com/viewer?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pettitpaint.com%2Ffileshare%2Fproduct_pds%2FUltima-SSA.pdf. Defender sells this paint for $119.95 US:
mailto:Jgnadeau@hotmail.com
mailto:svcygnet@gmail.com
mailto:nello.angerilli@gmail.com
mailto:nello.angerilli@gmail.com
mailto:billburr@gmail.com


Mail Agreement Number: 40036791.Mail Agreement Number: 40036791.

T. 604.980.BOAT (2628)
E. tos.boat@hubinternational.com

www.hubmarine.ca

CALL OR EMAIL US 
FOR A QUOTE TODAY.

GOING OFF-SHORE? PROTECT YOUR DREAMS.
The best way to protect your dreams is by insuring with HUB International 

MARINE. Our experienced crew of marine insurance specialists can provide 

you with coverage* for your voyage whatever the destination. We have 

coverage available for USA (east coast, west coast and Hawaii), Mexico, 

Panama, Caribbean, South Pacific, New Zealand, Australia & Mediterranean. 

*Proudly written by London & Canadian Underwriters

Bluewater Cruising Association 
8886 Hudson St., Vancouver, BC V6P 4N2 
1-888-398-3095 Message Box 
www.bluewatercruising.org  
admin@bluewatercruising.org

mailto:tos.boat@hubinternational.com
http://www.hubmarine.ca
http://www.bluewatercruising.org
mailto:admin@bluewatercruising.org
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